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Have you ever been misunderstood?  Have you ever-related a story or gave instructions to someone and thought it was very clear and understandable only to find out you were terrible misunderstood?  I would suggest that we all have had this universal problem of lack of communication.

Sometimes because of the bias of the hearer, misunderstanding occurs. Sometimes people have a negative outlook on life. This disposition therefore causes a negative acceptance of the oral or written communication.

On occasions our Lord Jesus Christ was misunderstood.  In His teaching that He was the bread of life, John 6:35-60, Jesus said, “I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” (Verse 51) “Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying: who can hear it?” (Verse 60) These hearers were worldly oriented and thought Jesus was speaking of His literal flesh and blood.

Christ told Nicodemus, “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3)  Nicodemus misunderstood the “new birth” as a physical rebirth, “How can a man be born when he is old?” (John3: 4)

Yes, even our Lord was misunderstood. True truth seekers will seek out truth, investigate, digest and obey.

It is always good to have an open mind, ready to evaluate, keeping communication within context as to what is said or written without a prejudgment attitude.  “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, if ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed: And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32)
