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Montanus was a false teacher, a heretic.  His heresies were an apocalyptic type movement from late 2d century to early 3d century.  It is believed that his false teachings, sect lasted until the 8th century. “It appears that Montanus claimed both to be a unique fulfillment of the work of the Paraclete promised by Jesus in John 14:26, and to be able to pass that power on to his adherents.  He and his two principal followers (both women) were reported to speak in strange sounds with angels and sometimes with Jesus himself.” (The Earliest Christian Heretics, Edited by Arland J. Hultgren and Steven A. Haggmark, Chapter 15, page 127).

“Montanus introduced extreme asceticism. Celibacy was demanded of all Christians" (A History of Heresy, David Christie-Murray, Chapter 4, page 33).

“Montanist prophets claimed direct ecstatic revelations from God to support their teachings on disciplinary questions…” (Encyclopedia of Early Christianity, Everett Ferguson, Editor, Montanism, page 622).

False prophets, sham teachers, heretics abound.  From the very early days of Christianity to present time these claimers come forth.  Why do some desire to hear something new and that which is human driven? (See Galatians 1:6-9)  Alas, the claimers are not new; they just rehash that which has been designated as heresy.  From very early false prophets like Montanus to more modern deceivers such as Aimee McPherson to Jim Jones to the current crop of fake healers and so called unknown tongue talkers.  They all have something in common; they all claim a direct link with the Holy Spirit apart from the written Word of God.  In this they err greatly!  Heresy is heresy, if it comes onward in the early days of Christianity or in our own present time.

The Word of God is our only standard and not the claims of mere men. (See 2 Timothy 3:16-17)  “If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly my disciples; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:31-32).  
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