MORMONISM AND CONTINUOUS REVELATION

Donald R. Fox

I am on the mailing list to receive the “Salt Lake City Messenger", a magazine produced by former Mormons.  An interesting part of their magazine is “Excerpts from Letters and Emails”.  On page 18 of Issue 116, May 2011, the following was published:

“February 2011:  I am LDS, just a member, not a leader, and what makes it interesting is I have had special experiences similar to those which Joseph Smith had.  I have received revelation for myself, and have sure knowledge…There are many out there like me that have had similar experiences, they know also.  They have been visited by the power of the Holy Ghost and instructed and have obtained knowledge first hand for themselves too.”   As strange as it seems this view of “receiving revelation” is in tune with Latter Day Saints doctrine.

Formal debates with Mormons are very rare. However, discussions have been conducted over the years.  An interesting debate was held in Salt Lake City, August 17-21, 1942.  The participants were Otis Gatewood of the church of Christ in Salt Lake, Utah and Kenneth E. Farnsworth, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, also of Salt Lake, Utah.  This was an oral debate and a book was published soon after the discussion.  The book is now rare and hard to come by.  I bought my copy in October 1974. 

James D. Bales was the moderator for Otis Gatewood.  Bales wrote a five-page review of the debate at the end of the book.  Extracting from page 228 is a portion of this review, in response to LDS doctrine concerning “continuous revelation”, as follows:

“1.  Farnsworth assumed that continuous revelation is necessary in order to unite Christendom.  He seemed to assume that believers were not united because they had a volume 2,000 years old and that they would be united if they had continuous revelation.  Continuous revelation is assumed to be essential to unity of Bible believers.”

“2.  The falsity of that position.  This is shown by two things: First the Book of Mormon has helped establish other sects.  Those who would be willing to unite on the Bible cannot on the Book of Mormon.  Second, their continuous revelations have not brought them unity…”  

“3.  What we need is not continuous revelation, but to speak where the Bible speaks and to respect its silence.  This will bring the unity for which Christ prayed.”

THE SCRIPTURES CONDEMN SUCH FOLLY OF MEN, WHO CLAIM TO RECEIVE DIRECT AND CONTINUOUS REVELATION.

“But in vain do they worship me, Teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men.” (Matthew 15:9 ASV)

“Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son.” (2 John 9 ASV)
 “I marvel that ye are so quickly removing from him that called you in the grace of Christ unto a different gospel; which is not another gospel only there are some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach unto you any gospel other than that which we preached unto you, let him be anathema. As we have said before, so say I now again, if any man preacheth unto you any gospel other than that which ye received, let him be anathema.” (Galatians 1:6-9 ASV)
NOTE:  For further study on Mormonism see “MORMONS GOD” and “MORMONS MOON MEN”.

NOTE:  For additional information on Otis Gatewood see:   http://www.therestorationmovement.com/gatewood.htm  

CONTINUOUS REVELATION

A response from a reader of Essays by Fox

In reference to: 

MORMONISM AND CONTINUOUS REVELATION

Hello Don,

Just a note to comment on your "Continuous Revelation" article. It is not strange at all for Mormons to believe and teach "continuous revelation" for that is the foundation of their false religion. Their continued "apostleship" has claimed to received direct revelation from God from the beginning.

I knew brother Otis Gatewood. I first met him in Germany when he would come to the annual European Lectures while I was there. He also came to Frankfurt often. I continued to be in touch with him and Irene over the years, and the last time I saw them was at a Freed-Hardeman Lectureship about a year before he died. I sat and ate lunch with him and talked with him about his work among the Mormons. Many know of his work in Europe after WWII, but few know of his great work among the Mormons. He converted many of them. Farnsworth and Otis became good friends. They, in fact, had several debates throughout Utah, and traveled together for these. They even often shared the same hotel room. Otis told me that Farnsworth was a good man, and was very close to converting to New Testament Christianity. Once, as they were traveling to have these debates, the word came from some radical and fanatic Mormons that they would kill Mr. Farnsworth if he would debate Otis Gatewood in their town. Farnsworth took this threat seriously and was very afraid. Otis told him that he did not have to debate that time, and that he (Otis) would debate himself. He would talk for a half hour or 45 minutes supporting the Mormon doctrine, and then talk for a half hour or 45 minutes defeating it with the Scriptures. He told me that he had debated Farnsworth so many times that he pretty much knew his speeches by heart. He said that he would stress a certain Mormon doctrine, and then pause and ask the crowd, "Am I not representing you correctly? This is exactly what you believe, right?" They would agree with "Amen". He would continue espousing the Mormon positions, and then get up after a short break and say, "Now, I will present the Truth." I thought that was very interesting, and was very happy to have opportunity to sit down with that old soldier of the cross to listen to his experiences. I also have brother Gatewood's book "Preaching In The Footsteps Of Hitler." ... and his "There Is A God In Heaven." The latter was first written in German, then translated into English and Russian. He, along with Bob Hare and others, did a great work in smuggling Bibles into the Communist countries ...behind the "Iron Curtain". I used to love to hear his talks concerning their experiences there. I was baptized at the Frankfurt congregation's building...a work that Otis began. We attended church services with Irene Johnson, who later became Otis' second wife...after his first wife died. Irene went to work with the German people and never married until she married Otis. She has now passed on too, I think... Haven't heard from her for some time. She also wrote a book about her life as a missionary in Europe. 

Just thought you might like to know some little known background on the Gatewood / Farnsworth Debates. You are right, the book is very rare now. Someone should look into republishing it. It is a very worthwhile book.

Jim 

NOTE:  Jim sent me a very interesting follow-up email letter as follows:

Don,

Feel free to use my comments concerning brother Otis Gatewood. I think he was a good man, and that he did much good for the cause of Christ. Did you know that he received the highest honor that the government of Germany can bestow upon a civilian? This was for his untiring work in helping the German people after WWII. Many were orphans...and starving. Brothers and sisters in Christ were very generous in sending money and needed items to help those poor people, and as a result congregations were established throughout Germany. The church in Frankfurt was established along with a school...a dormitory...a library...a cafeteria...all used to help hungry and needy people, and to spread the gospel. Much good was done and the church flourished there for a long time. There is still a congregation there, but it has dwindled. The German people became (and are) very "Westernized" and materialistic. 

I publish a little paper called "The Mountain Messenger". We send out over 15,000 every two months (six times per year). If any of your readers would like to receive the paper FREE of charge in the mail, just write: The Mountain Messenger, P.O. Box 594, Fort Gay, West Virginia 25514. My brother, Albert, and I also publish a monthly, 8 page paper called The West Virginia Christian. 

Thanks for your work!

Jim 
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