MUSIC TEACHER MRS. KARO
DONALD R. FOX

My music teacher at Public School 119, Brooklyn, New York was Mrs. Karo.  To us, she was our own Carmen Miranda, the delightful musical star of the 1940’s.  Miranda born in Portugal, her adopted country was Brazil.  Now to understand Mrs. Karo you will have to look up, Carmen Miranda.

Present day students receive very little music appreciation in school.  I use to tell my daughters about music, “If you can’t hum it, it isn’t music”. Except for some, the current batch of poplar music, to me, “Rock, Hip Hop” and, etc. is just loud shouting/screaming with electronic type sounds. No musical tones; melody.  I will not even address so called “Rap”. I feel sorry for some of our young people; they really do not know what fine music is anymore. Mrs. Karo introduced us to all aspects of music, from the classical Chopin to folk music of Burl Ives and every thing in between.    

She would sing and play the piano.  It seemed that she was always munching on cookies.  What a delight to attend her class.  With a filled with energy attitude and zeal for music, she taught us to appreciate music, all kinds. Words and Music were understandable, beautiful and greatly appreciated. 

One of the acts of worship to God Almighty is to sing.  “Speaking to yourselves in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;” (Ephesians 5:19 KJV) “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” (Colossians 3:16 KJV)

This spiritual singing in worship is to be understood, thus admonishing all that hear and participate.  “I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.” (1 Corinthians 14:15 KJV)

Music is a great part of being civilized people.  Only humans can produce music.  Our music should be pleasant to the ear, melodious and uplifting.  I can only wonder about the present crop of so called music.  I try to be fair about this new music but the truth of the matter is, I just cannot appreciate it. Could it be my age? Where are you Mrs. Karo when we need you?
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