MYSTERY

Donald R. Fox

Growing up before the television era had its advantage. TV did not reach the market nor gain popularly and owner growth until after WW2.  Back then we were all radio fans.  One radio shows I remember quite well was “I Love a Mystery," written and directed by Carlton E. Morse.  The radio program ran from 1939 until 1952.  

People really love the mysteries, especially when the mystery is coupled with historical facts. Most fascinating to many is when Bible facts and history are mixed up thus causing doubts and the lost of biblical faith for so many. A recent example is “The DaVinci Code” authored by Dan Brown, published in 2003. The book became a best seller and, the movie released in 2004 made millions.  We remember also the media had a field day at the publicizing of the “Gospel of Judas." This so called “Gospel” had its origin from an old heresy known as “Cainites”.  To be sure, there was nothing new in the “Judas Gospel," yet the public “ate it up."  With the accepting of man made mysteries, and the clinging to these falsehoods has caused many to reject the truth of Gods Word, the Bible.

The word mysteries and mystery can be found only in the New Testament of Jesus Christ and not in the Old Testament. I believe that Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words supplies an excellent explanation of these two words.  Note following:  

“In the N.T. it denotes not the mysterious (as with the English Word), but that which being outside the range of unassisted natural apprehension, can be made known only by Divine revelation, and is made known in a manner and at a time appointed by God, and to those only who are illumined by His Spirit.  In the ordinary sense a mystery implies knowledge withheld; its Spiritual significance is truth revealed.  Hence the terms especially associated with the subject are “made known,” “manifested,” “revealed,” “preached,” “understand,” “dispensation.”  The definition given above may be best illustrated by the following passage:  “the mystery which hath been hid from all ages and generations: but now hath it been manifested to His saints” (Col 1:26, R.V.).  “It is used of…spiritual truth generally, as revealed in the gospel, 1 Cor 13:2; 14:2 (cp. 1 Tim. 3:9)…”

“And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.” (1 Tim. 3:16)

It would seem that men will always desire the falsehood of man made mysteries that tickle his imagination.  However, much more, more profitable would be the acceptance of pure revealed mystery, from the scriptures, the Word of God.  Amen!
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