NEGLIGENCE

Donald R. Fox

Webster defines negligence in part as: “the quality or condition of being negligent; specifically, habitual failure to do the required thing; carelessness in manner; indifference.”  

Seven of my twelve years on active duty, US Army, was spent as a crew chief/flight engineer on helicopters. The first type of aircraft I worked on was the H-21. This was a tandem rotor helicopter built by Piasecki Helicopter, later by Boeing, Vertol.   It was commonly called the “flying banana”. Like all aircraft, proper and diligent maintenance must be performed. Aircraft safety is always a high requirement.  

On one occasion I was performing maintenance of my aircraft.  Another crew chief was also working on his aircraft next to mine on the flight line. We were both performing a periodic maintenance inspection.  Some loud talking caught my attention on that aircraft.  I went to see what the problem was.  Some of the mechanics working on the aircraft were checking and inspecting the mid-transmission.  The mechanics were able to shake the transmission back and forth with their hands.  The mid-transmission mount bolts were worn out and the transmission was not secure. The transmission was ready to fall off its structure mounts.  

Without going into a deep explanation on the situation, we can sum it up by saying, “There was gross negligence on the part of the crew chief”.  He had not made proper aircraft inspections for a long time. Our negligent crew chief habitually failed to do his job. This negligence would have led to a mid-transmission failure and the aircraft ripping apart if in flight and etc. The mid-transmission had three drive shafts attached to it, one coming in from the engine, one going out to the forward and one going out to the aft rotor system. We are thankful that our aircraft mechanics found this dangerously unsafe condition in time.

“It is no profit to have learned well, if you neglect to do well.” Publilius Syrus (~100 BC)

WHAT WE MUST NOT NEGLECT 

“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;..” (Hebrews 1:1-3)

“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;..” (Hebrew 2:3) (Underlined for emphasis. DRF)

“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:15-16)

“Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.” (Acts 2:47)
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