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I usually get up pretty early and go out to pick up the newspaper.  We live on a main road that leads out to the highway and it is greatly traveled.  Many mornings I see litter that has been thrown out during the night. It does not happen every day. It seems like this type of behavior runs in cycles. Weekends are the worst because of drinking alcohol and the like. I also pick up the trash around the area of my next-door neighbors. They are not aware I do this.  Sometimes I run an experiment!  I allow the trash to remain in their yards for a few days.  You guessed it!  No one cares and the trash remains there until it blows away or I finally pick it up.

Do you know that there are biblical principles that teach us how to be good neighbors? As an example notice Romans 13:8 “Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.”  Please notice below our brief study of Romans 13:8-10.

Romans 13 8…“But to love one another…”  “Love is a debt which “can” never be discharged. We should feel that we “owe” this to all people, and though by acts of kindness we may be constantly discharging it, yet we should feel that it can “never” be fully met while there is opportunity to do good.”

Romans 13: 8…“For he that loveth another...” “In what way this is done is stated in Rom 13:10. The law in relation to our neighbor is there said to be simply that we do no “ill” to him. Love to him would prompt to no injury. It would seek to do him good, and would thus fulfil all the purposes of justice and truth which we owe to him. In order to illustrate this, the apostle, in the next verse, runs over the laws of the Ten Commandments in relation to our neighbor, and shows that all those laws proceed on the principle that we are to “love” him, and that love would prompt to them all.” (Barnes Notes, Commentary on Romans 13:8, via e-Sword)

Romans 13: 9…“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself ...”  “If this command were fulfilled, it would prevent all fraud, injustice, oppression, falsehood, adultery, murder, theft, and covetousness. It is the same as our Saviour’s golden rule. And if every man would do to others as he would wish them to do to him, all the design of the Law would be at once fulfilled.” (Barnes Notes, Commentary on Romans 13:9, via e-Sword)

Romans 13:10…“Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law” “This passage does not teach that if one loves his neighbor he has license to break any of the commandments, but that truly loving one's neighbor will positively restrain from any sinful action against one's neighbor. This is profoundly true and means that the first and uppermost concern of God is that human hearts should indeed overflow with love to mankind, such love making it impossible that specific evil deeds in the social spectrum could be committed.” (Coffman’s Commentary via SearchGodsWord.org)
The Bible contains all principles that are needed to enhance society.  The Lord’s way works!  As for Christians, followers of our Savior, we will continue to be good neighbors.  Christianity works!  Mark that down!

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” (2 Timothy 3:16)

