NEWS MEDIA POWERS

PAST AND PRESENT 
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Are we not disgusted with news leaks from unknown sources, to include secret material?  Are we not sick and tired of newscasters spreading rumors?  How about those rumors and half-truths from those who are supposed to have this inside information? Is the media held responsible for spreading the same?  Sickening, is it not?

To get a perspective about news reporting, it is interesting to look back in history.  Let’s compare the ethical and morale aspects of media reporting in time past and our current crop of reporting.  Let’s look back to a day when truth, security of a nation and good common sense prevailed. For a good example of such note below:

ROOSEVELT’S BROADCAST TO THE NATION, DECEMBER 9, 1941

  “Of necessity, there will be delays in officially confirming or denying reports of operations, but we will not hide facts from the country if we know the facts and if the enemy will not be aided by their disclosure.”

    “To all newspapers and radio stations—all those who reach the eyes and ears of the American people—I say this: You have the most grave responsibility to the nation now and for the duration of this war.”

   “If you feel that your government is not disclosing enough of the truth, you have every right to say so. But—in the absence of all the facts, as revealed by official sources—you have no right in the ethics of patriotism to deal out unconfirmed reports in such a way as to make people believe that they are gospel truth.”

   “Every citizen, in every walk of life, shares this same responsibility. The lives of our soldiers and sailors—the whole future of this nation—depend upon the manner in which each and every one of us fulfils his obligation to our country.” (Page 391, By These Words, by Paul M. Angle)

Are there Biblical principles involved in the above concerning some of the news media powers?  O yes!  What we now experience, by some, are lies, half-truths, slander and backbiting. Following, let us consider just a few verses from both the Old and New Testaments:

“A faithful witness will not lie: but a false witness will utter lies.” (Proverbs 14:5)

“Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds:” (Colossians 3:9)

“He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a slander, is a fool.” (Proverbs 10:18)

By inspiration of God, the scriptures paint an awful, yet true picture of mankind, when they refuse to heed, and thus, reject God.  “Being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness, full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, hateful to God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without understanding, covenant-breakers, without natural affection, unmerciful: who, knowing the ordinance of God, that they that practice such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but also consent with them that practice them.” (Romans 1:29-32 American Standard Version)
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