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It has been thirty-five years now, but I remember that Christians near and far were very excited. The excitement began when we were informed that a prominent atheist, Dr. Flew would debate a Christian, Dr. Warren.  Dr. Thomas B. Warren was Professor of Philosophy of Religion and Christian Apologetics, Harding Graduate School of Religion, Memphis, Tennessee.  Brother Warren was well known among the churches of Christ.  Dr. Warren’s opponent Dr. A.G.N. Flew, was a Professor of Philosophy, University of Reading, Reading, England.  Dr. Flew was equally well known and respected within the atheist community.  This momentous debate took place at North Texas State University in Denton, Texas, September 20 through September 23, 1976.  

Advertisement for the discussion read “The Debate of the Century."  Interest ran high as the date approached.  It is very rare for a Christian to debate an unbeliever with credentials such as Dr. Flew had.  The proposition that Dr. Flew affirmed: “I Know That God Does Not Exist."  Dr. Warren denied this proposition.  Dr. Warren affirmed during the last half of the debate: “I Know That God Does Exist." Dr. Flew denied that proposition.

I thought about this upcoming debate and came to a conclusion that I would do my part in advancing the advertisement of the discussion. I thought of the idea that If God exists, then we need to know this.  If God Almighty exists, He must be the ruling fixation in one's life. Counter to that reflection, if God does not exist, people need to know this also.  After all, if there be no God, why waste our time-serving something that does not exist.  I continued to ponder this thought as the upcoming “Debate of the Century” became closer with each passing day.  

I decided to write a letter to the major national television news programs, ABC, CBS and NBC.  My letter was brief and I basically stated in my letter about the news of the event.  I pressed my thought concerning if there be a God. We must obey Him. If no God, then people need to stop wasting their time.

I received only one letter back in response to my announcement of “The Debate of the Century” and my observations.  The letter was from CBS Evening News where “Uncle” Walter Leland Cronkite. Jr . (1916-2009) was the longtime anchorman.  One of his staff personnel responded to my letter.  The letter was to the point, and the closing remark of the CBS Evening News stated their feelings toward a debate.  They concluded that the discussion about the existence of God was “not news worthy."  In other words, they were not interested enough to spend a minute of their time reporting on this event. Yes, “Uncle Walter” “and that’s the way it is” his well-known signoff words at the end of the final story of the half-hour.  

Our news media can ridicule God all they want to. However, to spend some time to investigate a great debate, no way, “and that’s the way it is."  From an opinion poll, Mr. Cronkite was voted “the most trusted man in America."  In my judgment, his response to my letter was shoddy and indifferent towards societies need for valuable, and moral news reporting.  For the most part, our news media have set the tone for its liberal message, and its propaganda mechanism is working full-steam.  We pray that light, and truth will infiltrate this mechanism.

“Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” (John 8:12 KJV)

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free .” (John 8:32 KJV)
NOTE:  For additional study on similar subjects see:  “A CHALLENGE DENIED”, “NEWS MEDIA POWERS”, “CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES”, “FIRST CAUSE” and “MOCKERY ON BILL MAHER."

NOTE:  Gratefully, the debate was placed on video for the posterity sake. “The Debate of the Century”: http://www.thebible1.net/video1/warrenflewdebate/     

NOTE:  For an additional review of this debate see: http://biblicalnotes.com/2010/06/07/the-warren-flew/  

INFORMATIONAL NOTE: Thomas Bratton Warren (1 August 1920 – 8 August 2000) Antony Garrard Newton Flew (11 February 1923 – 8 April 2010)
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