NOSTALGIA

In remembrance of all who served, “Veterans Day," 11 November 2011.

Donald R. Fox

As one grows older it becomes common to remember bygone years in a sentimental way. Sometimes we call it nostalgia, a wistful affectionate desire for a return to some past period. As for me, when I meet friends from a former time, I become nostalgic.  The time I spend with people I called friends in years past is a very pleasant experience for me.  

I attended the Army Aviation Support Facility Grand Opening, Tupelo, Mississippi, November 5th, 2011. A host of men I knew: helicopter pilots, aircraft mechanics, soldiers, all of them from past days, were present.  Some of these men went back to over forty plus years ago.  They all were now in their sixties, seventies and some close to eighty years old.  To reminisce with them was a prominent part of the feeling of nostalgia. There was the heart-felt feeling of noteworthy respect for these veterans of a past era.  I personally appreciate every one of them for the service in the armed forces of our nation. Nostalgia is basically remembering that which is good and with pleasant memories.  I’m thankful I am a sentimental person with the desire to recall good times.

The new Army Aviation Support Facility cost about 30 million dollars to construct.  Presently, the Tupelo National Guard Aviation Facility is the largest, newest and best equipped in the entire fifty states.

Side Note: I had twelve-years active duty in the Regular Army (1951-1963).  I enlisted in the Mississippi Army National Guard in 1963. I was hired as a full-time guardsman in May 1964. I was in my early thirties.  A few men I mingled with during this excellent grand opening day I personally enlisted in the National Guard. What a pleasure to see and talk to these men. I would like to acknowledge that my wife, Shirley, served three years in the Women Army Corps (1950-1953) and later completed another seventeen years in the Mississippi Army National Guard.  She is a veteran of the Korean War and now a retired Sergeant Major.  Further, my son-in-law, CW3 Michael Gray and his son SSgt Zachary Gray, are both full-time National Guardsmen, serving in Army Aviation.  Both are veterans of the Middle-East conflict.  

TO REMEMBER IS RIGHT AND GOOD

(Shall we forget God Almighty?)

“Beware lest thou forget Jehovah thy God, in not keeping his commandments, and his ordinances, and his statutes, which I command thee this day:” (Deuteronomy 8:11 ASV)

“We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers; remembering without ceasing your work of faith and labor of love and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and Father;” (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 ASV)

THE SADNESS OF FORGETTING

“The wicked shall be turned back unto Sheol, Even all the nations that forget God.” (Psalm 9:17 ASV)

“Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph.” (Exodus 1:8 KJV)
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