OATH OF ENLISTMENT

(United States Armed Forces and the Oath of Citizenship)

(To Remember: Memorial Day, 31 May 2010)

Donald R. Fox

On the 28th through the 30th of April 2010, along with Shirley, my wife, our daughter, Jean, and our granddaughter Sheena, we visited Fort Jackson, South Carolina.  The occasion was to support Sheena’s husband, Brian, in his graduation from basic training, US Army.  A “Family Day” on the 29th and the “Graduation Ceremonies” the 30th were exciting for all that attended.  Some 600 new soldiers completed their initial training at Fort Jackson.  These new soldiers will go on to “Advance Individual Training” to become more skillful in their military assignments.  Brian reported to Fort Eustis, Virginia to train in the field of Army Aviation Maintenance.

For Shirley and me, being on a military post, seeing and talking to soldiers brought back many memories for both of us.  Shirley is a retired Army Master Sergeant, E8, with over 21-years of service.  I am also a retired Army, Command Sergeant Major, E9, with over 36-years services. A highlight of the gradation ceremony was the swearing in of several soldiers as citizens of the USA.  These soldiers all standing tall, and in excellent condition, raised their right hand and took the Oath of Citizenship, administrated by a Federal Judge.  For your information see the following oath that these soldiers took.

“I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty of whom or which I have heretofore been a subject or citizen; that I will support and defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I will bear arms on behalf of the United States when required by law; that I will perform noncombatant service in the Armed Forces of the United States when required by the law; that I will perform work of national importance under civilian direction when required by the law; and that I take this obligation freely without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; so help me God. In acknowledgement whereof I have hereunto affixed my signature.”

In some cases, INS (Immigration Services) allows the oath to be taken without the clauses:  "… that I will bear arms on behalf of the United States when required by law; that I will perform non-combatant service in the Armed Forces of the United States when required by law…"

How proud it made me feel for these new citizens and soldiers in the US Army.  It also reminded me of the Oath of Enlistment Into the United States Armed Forces we took upon our entry into service of our country.  Note as follows:

“I, (NAME), do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and that I will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the orders of the officers appointed over me, according to regulations and the Uniform Code of Military Justice. So help me God.”

GOVERNMENT IS ORDAINED BY GOD

“ Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.  Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.  For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:  For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.  Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.  For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.” (Romans 13:1-13)(KJV)

Like all institutions that are ordained by God, because of man’s free will, it is possible that sin may enter these institutions. “Men can and do use the marriage institution as a vehicle of adultery, just wicked men can and do get control of a given government and use the institution as means of oppression and murderous brutality. But this abuse of the function of the institution does not invalidate the institution. It only invalidates the unit which thus operates.” (Reference page 94, Chapter on The Sinner Only Theory, The Christian and the Government by Foy E. Wallace, Jr.)

OBSERVATION:   We wonder about some high government officials who have expressed in a frivolous way and making light of their oath, especially the phrase “I will support and defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of America…” To this old soldier, such a flippant attitude is beyond my comprehension.  Countless armed forces service men and women have suffered the pains of battle, loss of life and limbs in the service of their country and in defense of our Constitution.  Shame on them who have ignored their oath!  Further, it is apparent that some in Washington, D.C. have forgotten that they are servants of the people “….  that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.” (From: The Gettysburg Address, President Lincoln, November 19, 1863)
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