ON A POST CARD

DONALD R. FOX

The year was 1965 when I first met an elderly Christian gentleman by the name of Carl Moore.  Carl was in his early 90’s when we became friends and a mentor to me.  He was a retired businessman and owner of “Carl Moore’s Piano Store”, downtown, Tupelo, MS.  On my many visits to his home he would tell me stories about his younger years, especially with his ties to Freed-Hardeman University, Henderson, TN.  Woven into our conversations, Carl would discuss preachers he knew personally, such as N.B. Hardeman.  With a keen mind Brother Moore overflowed with a wealth of precious memories. It was a joy to listen and learn from him.

N. B. Hardeman and Arvy G. Freed were co-founders of a Teachers College in 1907, later called Freed-Hardeman College in 1919, to present Freed-Hardeman University in 1990.  Concerning N.B. Hardeman there are many stories about him, one of which I remember was very unique.  Although I cannot recall the exact quote or source, N.B. Hardeman was fond of telling people “he could write on a Post Card what he believed in.”  This of course was concerning his faith in God.  “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)(KJV)
I thought about this a lot and let’s see what I can do in the space of a Post Card.  (1) I believe in the God of Genesis 1:1, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  (2) I believe that the Bible is inspired by God Almighty.   (3) I believe I am accountable unto God Almighty (4) Being accountable to God; I must be obedient to Him.  (5) To be obedient means I must obey His Word, the Bible.  (6) God’s plan of Salvation, what I must do to be saved is contained in the New Testament of Jesus Christ and I must obey this plan. (7) I believe I must be faithful unto death in His Kingdom, the church of Christ. Well, I think I have space to spare.  I am sure many could do just a well and many much better, in a more concise manner.   

From a “Post Card” illustration, why accept Biblical contradicting man-made creeds to tell us what to believe?  Let us heed our Lord, as mere men sought God through their traditions.  “Howbeit, in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. For, laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold to tradition of men…Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.” (Mark 7:7-9)(KJV) 

NOTE:  For further study see essay entitled “Influencer – Carl L. Moore” 
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