ONCE SAVED ALWAYS SAVED

PART ONE

DONALD R. FOX

Over the years, it has been my pleasure to be part of the audience observing many formal religious oral debates.  When both debaters are qualified and have the desire to adhere to the Word of God, much good will come from this mode of teaching.   It is also my observation that two things will shine through upon completion of the debate:  (1) Biblical truth will be clarified and nailed down.  (2) Further, man made creeds will come to light and that light will be extinguished.

Of the many debate topics, I have listened to and studied, the Calvinistic doctrine of “The Preservation and Perseverance of the Saints”, better known as, “Once Saved Always Saved” has been debated numerous times over the years.

The following extractions from a pamphlet entitled “Baptist Answers Reviewed” by C. R. Nichol, page 35, will be the source of our brief study.  C. R. Nichol, Church of Christ, debated H. B. Taylor, Missionary Baptist, May 5-8, 1925 in Monticello, Kentucky.

“Mr. Taylor contented for Baptist doctrine, insisting that it is impossible for a child of God to do anything, which results in that child being lost.” C. R. Nichol’s prepared several questions for Mr. Taylor; in an abbreviated form, we will furnish a sampling of such. “Can a child of God tell a lie?  “Can a child of God commit fornication? With these two questions Mr. Taylor answered, “Yes.” 

The next question was most revealing and to be honest with you, it brought on me a chuckle coupled with sadness.  Mr. Taylor was asked, “Is it possible for a child of God to die while drunk?”  Mr. Taylor answered: “No.”

The following is Mr. Nichol’s answer in part to this last question.  “Mr. Taylor says it is not possible for a child of God to die while drunk.  If he is correct, it follows that a safeguard against death for a child of God is to get drunk---and stay drunk!  The child of God cannot die while drunk, says Taylor.”  “Baptist doctrine on this point puts God in league with the devil. The devil wants wicked men to live and continue in evil works; and according to Baptist doctrine God will not let them die, if they are His children and participating in evil works.”

Once saved always saved, I think not!  “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46)

NOTE:  In Part Two we will conclude our brief study with a shocking statement of belief held by those that believe in Calvinism.
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