ONCE SAVED ALWAYS SAVED

Part Two Conclusion

DONALD R. FOX

Yes, I enjoy a good religious debate that is conducted in a proper manner. “Let all things be done decently, and in order.” (1 Corinthians 14:40)  Because of the concise approach of formal debating, much pertinent information is presented on a particular subject. Because of this, it is easier to recognize the truth from error.

In our previous study on the Calvinistic doctrine of “The Preservation and Perseverance of the Saints”, better known as “Once Saved Always Saved” we, in brief, reviewed a debate that was conducted May 5-8, 1925 on this subject.  The debaters were C.R. Nichol, Church of Christ and H. B. Taylor, Missionary Baptist Church.

In this study we will again, in brief, examine another debate. Two well-known debaters met in Damascus, Arkansas, March 23-26, 1948 to discuss the difference of doctrine taught by the Missionary Baptist Church and the Church of Christ. The debaters were Ben M. Bogard representing the Baptist Church and W. Curtis Porter for the Church of Christ.

To home in again on what Baptists really believe concerning “Once Saved Always Saved”, I will furnish you with a written document that may shock you.  The following quote can be found on pages 135-136 of the Bogard-Porter Debate.  Porter speaking said, “I have in my hands here a little tract, a pamphlet, written by Sam Morris, who at that time was pastor of the First Baptist Church, Stamford, Texas.  The title of this is: “Do A Christian’s Sins Damn His Soul?” On page 1 Mr. Morris says: “We take the position that a Christian’s sins do not damn his soul.  The way a Christian lives, what he says, his character, his conduct, or his attitude toward other people have nothing whatever to do with the salvation of his soul…All the prayers a man may pray, all the Bibles he may read, all the churches he may belong to, all the services he may attend, all the sermons he may practice, all the debts he may pay, all the ordinances he may observe, all the laws he may keep, all the benevolent acts he may perform, will not make his soul one whit safer; and all the sins he may commit from idolatry to murder will not make his soul in any more danger.” Mr. Porter pressed this point saying, “That’s Baptist doctrine, Mr. Bogard, do you endorse what Sam Morris says?”

Friends, I would suggest that many that are part of Calvinistic churches do not believe such doctrine.  Yet, it is part of their church creed.  A dilemma, is it not?  The basic reason why many accept “Once Saved Always Saved” is that they believe the false doctrine of election. Notice please:  “The doctrine of election declares that God, before the foundation of the world, chose certain individuals from among the fallen members of Adam’s race to be the objects of His underserved favor…. These and these only, He purposed to save.” (Page 22, Undeniable Doctrine Truths That Primitive Baptists Believe, by Elder Zack Guess)

Question:  Are you stunned and surprised after reading such doctrine that is taught by some? Calvinism flies in the face of common sense and contradicts what the Word of God teaches!  Once saved always saved, I think not!
[image: image1.jpg]


