OUTSIDE HELP

(When A Helping Hand Is Needed)

Donald R. Fox

It was summer, 2009, when very strong straight-line winds hit the Saltillo, Mississippi area. Our daughter and her husband’s house is located a little north of us, only about 100 yards away.  Within a few minutes the storm calmed down.  I walked over to our daughter’s house. I was shocked to see that a very large portion of their roof was laying in their drive way. Thankfully the roof flew over three new cars in the driveway, the cars were untouched by the roof and no one was hurt. Within a short few minutes several neighbors arrived and we all started to dismantle the roof and stacked it out of the way. It is good to have outside help, when help is in dire need.  Surely we can gleam many lessons from this windstorm and the outside help that came our way.

The Fox family became faithful members of the Gloster Street Church of Christ, Tupelo, Mississippi, after being baptized into Christ on 31 August 1965.  I had, in earnest, started to study the Word of God, the Bible, after our baptism. Further, I read religious books and articles that pertained to the church, etc.   I was, and still am, a student of the Word of God.  It is my desire to do the will of God to my utmost ability.

I remember very clearly a Men’s Business Meeting I attended at Gloster Street. I believe the year was 1967.  There was some sort of a church squabble going on at Gloster Street congregation.  To this day, I cannot remember what the church problem was. As a human factor, there will be internal strife from time-to-time in any congregation or it seems that is the case. The elders and deacons of Gloster Street church along with the other men debated and discussed the problem.   
 

I remembered reading or heard about brother Gus Nichols being used as a mediator on such things. He was called upon as an unbiased third party to hear and give his observations and advise in accordance with what the Bible taught. I spoke up and asked if it would be expedient to call upon Gus Nichols to help solve the fall out?  They all just looked at me in some sort of unbelief, ignoring my comment and continued in their bickering.  I left the meeting with the other men and never mentioned such a thing again.  When a congregation or a group of folks are fussing, it is my judgment that it would be wise to seek fair outside help.

History of the Tupelo Church of Christ goes back to 1897. The Gloster Street church has a long and stable history dating back to 1914. Their present church building was constructed in 1948. Many outstanding preachers worked with this congregation, such as J. Roy Vaughn, O. C. Lambert, Floyd Decker and Dabney Phillips. These men all are now deceased.

PROBLEMS AND INTERNAL STRIFE HAVE ALWAYS HINDERED UNITY WITHIN LOCAL CONGREGATIONS

It is good that we, as believers, have 1 and 2 Corinthians to study and heed.  Problems and divisions were their lot and the Apostle Paul, by inspiration, had the solutions to all their problems and internal discord.  “We can almost be thankful for the disorder which occasioned these two letters, not only on account of rich fund of practical instruction which they contain, but on account of the picture which they present of the Gentile church, composed of those who had recently been heathen, in the first century of Christianity.” (Reference “Introduction To Second Corinthians”, “The People’s New Testament with Explanatory Notes” by B. W. Johnson)

“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” (1 Corinthians 1:10) (KJV)

“With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.” (Ephesians 4:2-6)(KJV)

“That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:” (Ephesians 4:14-15) (KJV)
 

NOTE:  For further information on Bunyan Augustus “Gus” Nichols (1892-1975) see: http://www.therestorationmovement.com/alabama/nichols,g.htm  

Please see an essay entitled:  “AN INFLUENCER:  GUS NICHOLS”.  
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