PATIENCE

Donald R. Fox

I must admit I am an impatient person. Not with other people, but with myself.  I get fidgety when I know I must do something or be somewhere.  I am always early for any appointments, and I have a drive to complete all assigned tasks on time, and it must be done to the best of my ability.  I do not demand or think that other folks should have this self-driving impatience.  Good or bad the lack of total composure is part of my make-up.  

We are imperfect people.  Since I am aware of this personality shortfall, I do my best to control my restless personality. Being of short temper is not part of my impatient disposition as the definition of the word implies.  Sometimes I feel like I am a cross between Don Knotts and Don Rickles.  Pun intended!  Some may think; Don needs counseling help.  Not to worry!  I know myself, and I have been able to survive this mannerism. It seems to me that the recognizing of negative traits is a key to overcoming such.  Some have the attitude of “Well, that is me, take me as I am.” This mind-set must be conquered because it is a defeatist's disposition.  “It is never too late with us, so long as we are aware of our faults and bear them impatiently.”  Friedrich H. Jacobi (1743-1819)

THE SCRIPTURES TEACH THAT WE ALL NEED PATIENCE

“For ye have need of patience, that, having done the will of God, ye may receive the promise.” (Hebrews 10:36 ASV)

“Therefore let us also, seeing we are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising shame, and hath sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  For consider him that hath endured such gainsaying of sinners against himself, that ye wax not weary, fainting in your souls.” (Hebrews 12:1-3 ASV)

“Yea, and for this very cause adding on your part all diligence, in your faith supply virtue; and in your virtue knowledge; and in your knowledge self-control; and in your self-control patience; and in your patience godliness;” (2 Peter 1:5-6 ASV)

A FEW GOOD QUOTES ABOUT PATIENCE

“Patience is the best remedy for every trouble.”  Titus Maccius Plautus (254 – 184 BC)

“How many a man has thrown up his hands at a time when a little more effort, a little more patience would have achieved success?”  Elbert Hubbard (1856 – 1915)

“I am extraordinarily patient, provided I get my way in the end.” Margaret Thatcher (1925 -) in Observer April 4, 1989
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