PERILOUS TIMES

DONALD R. FOX

We live in perilous times.  Jesus said, “And ye shall hear of wars, and rumors of wars…” (Matthew 24:6).  If you look at ancient or our own modern history, we will see in each age, it is the “Age of Anxiety”.  Some worry about dying---but we will all die, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27).  We worry about aging---but we all grow older each day.  Some of us worry about things that will never happen. 
“I have worried over a great many things in life, the most of which never happened.” (Mark Twain)

Fear of war, death overtakes many.  We have little control over much that goes on in our world.  In the last Century the U.S.A. had four major wars:

WW1 1917-1918 Killed: 116,708

WW2 1941-1945 Killed:  408,306

Korean 1950-1953 Killed:  54,246

Vietnam 1957-1975 Killed:  58,219

On September 11, 2001 we had “A Wake-Up Call From Hell”, (Former Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu before the U.S. House of Representatives Government Reform Committee). Many of us worry and are fearful. What will happen next?  All throughout history we humans have observed frightening times.  Evil invites, compels good to act in response.  Good will always prevail in the end. (See Revelation 17:14)  Let us not faint nor “fear not, neither be dismayed.” (Deuteronomy 31:8)

According to the Jewish Historian, Josephus, the Roman Army, on August 10, AD 70, stormed Jerusalem.  A great massacre of 1,100,00 perished and 100,000 survivors were sold into slavery.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt said, “The only thing to fear is fear itself”.  James Fordyce said, “Henceforth the majesty of God revere; Fear Him, and you have nothing else to fear.”  I would suppose that each generation could exclaim, “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness…” (A Tale of Two Cities, by Charles Dickens) Unfortunately, men do not learn from history, we still make the same mistakes and are guilty of the same type of sins, for “there is no new thing under the sun.” (Ecclesiastes 1:9)

Yes, we live in a trying, dangerous era.  We must “Fear God and keep His commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.” (Ecclesiastes 12:13)  Be on guard, for “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil,” (Isaiah 5:20) Let us all live each day the best we can, doing God’s Will because “Today is the tomorrow you waited for yesterday.”

NOTE:  Some of the above thoughts gleamed from “Heart Diseases and Their Cures”, Chapter on “Overcoming Worry” Copyright, 1972 by Wendell Winkler.
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