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(Bewitched, Bothered and Bewildered)

Donald R. Fox

The title and subject of our essay are an allegory taken from an ole song entitled “Bewitched, Bothered and Bewildered”, published in 1940, words and music by Lorez Hart and Richard Rodgers. With this short essay, I am trying to capture the feeling many of us are having: our uncertain and mixed-up times.  The worldwide mistrust, the bickering and faultfinding between nations that at one time were friendly.   Internal governmental mismanagement, corruption and the great government spending that is beyond reason and common sense. Our political parties seem to be bickering continually with no sign of unity.  Such things ought not to be! 

I feel that many of us are bewitched, bothered, bewildered and perplexed over our uncertain and changing times.  Shifting ethical/moral standards/values are deteriorating unhindered in our society. Normal is not normal any longer.  Christian based religions seem to struggle with their core believes.  Do they adhere to their ole creeds or do they change with the times? Cults can spring up with the mania of self-centered ego driven cultists.  And as Americans, we need to ask, “Do we hold fast to our heritage or do we branch out to something new and different?”  To summarize:  Are we bewitched, bothered, bewildered and perplexed?
BEWITCHED:  Our English dictionary defines bewitched in part as, “To place under one's power by or as if by magic; cast a spell over. To captivate completely; entrance.” We have Biblical examples of people that became bewitched.  “O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? (Galatians 3:1) (KJV) These Gentile Christians were instructed in the gospel, yet through bewitchment they sort justification through the old law.  Who misled them?  When the Apostle Paul was with them, he fully exclaimed and preached Christ crucified. We all must beware of those that would seek to bewitch us through feigned words. 

BOTHERED:  This is a “state of petty discomfort, annoyance; or worry; to be anxious or concerned.”  It’s a human factor to worry, to be anxious or concerned.  With faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, let us all strive to overcome such annoyances.  “Rejoice in the Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice. Let your forbearance be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:4-7) (ASV)

BEWILDERED:  Bewildered is “to cause to lose one’s bearings; by a complexity, variety, or multitude of objects or considerations”.  This can or will cause one to be confused. Because of a misunderstanding of what our Lord taught, some disciples, losing their bearings said, “This is a hard saying; who can hear it?” (John 6:60)(KJV)  “From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (John 6:66-68) (KJV) 

PERPLEXED:  To be “filled with uncertainty; puzzled; full of difficulty” is a frightful thing.  All rational people desire stability and peace in their lives.  With the swirling of worldwide disorder and sometimes-brutal madness, no wonder we feel perplexed.   We are thankful that we through knowledge of our Lord can find peace! “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” (Romans 5:1-2) (KJV)
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