PERSUASION

Donald R. Fox

Webster defines the word persuade in part as: to cause (someone) to do something, especially by reasoning, urging, or inducement; prevail upon; to induce (someone) to believe something; convince.
When I think of persuasion, I think of the ole pitchman, the hawker who is aggressively selling or promoting a product.  I get a kick out of today’s television pitchmen.  I find them very entertaining with their fast, yet clear and understandable speaking pattern. One could become mesmerized by their selling techniques.  I had a friend who became addicted to watching TV pitchmen and buying things he did not need.  His home was filled with items he had bought from TV home shopping network and the like. The pitchmen enthralled my friend to purchase the products they were selling.

CHRISTIANS MUST GUARD AGAINST PERSUASION BY FALSE TEACHERS

We must be alert, because false teachers can persuade us to leave the faith, if we are not on guard.  Notice Galatians 5:7-8 “Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth? This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you. A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.”  Yes, it only takes one to mislead us into error, if we allow such to happen.  According to Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, our English word persuasion “is used in Gal. 5:8, where the meaning is, this influence that has won you over, or that seems likely to do so.”  

In the first chapter of the epistle to the Galatians, the apostle Paul was dismayed that some Christians had drifted into error. “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you unto the grace of Christ unto another gospel: which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.” (Galatians 1:6-7)

The Galatian church of Christ was influenced and enticed by Judaizing teachers. These false teachers desired to go back, to bind the Law, which was nailed to the cross, done away with. “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;” (Colossians 2:14) Such sinful persuasion, if obeyed would find these Christians fallen from grace. “Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.” (Galatians 5:4)

“Gentile churches were sorely plagued by Judaizing teachers who were seeking to lead the saints back to the law of Moses.” (Page 240, Questions and Answers, Open Forum, Freed-Hardeman College Lectures, by Guy N. Woods)

OBSERVATION:  It is very apparent that many have been persuaded, induced and enticed into believing an assortment of conflicting doctrines.  This is not the will of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Lord prayed for unity of believers. “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; That they all may be one, as thou Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.” (John 17:20-21)
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