POSITIVELY NEGATIVE

Donald R. Fox

For the most part, I am a positive and optimistic fellow. That is part of my character.  However, there are times when I am positively negative. Since I believe with my whole being that mankind will be judged by the word of God, the Bible, I am therefore positively against anything that is contrary to the law of God.  There are a host of ethical/moral issues that societies in general and civil governments have put their stamp of approval on.  When such things are opposing the Law of God, it will be to the detriment of that society. Sin begets sin! We must always put God’s Law first in our lives.  Yes, “We ought to obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29 KJV)  Nations must never forget, “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.” (Proverbs 14:34 KJV)

LET US BE POSITIVELY NEGATIVE AND DETEST THE WORKS OF THE FLESH

“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” (Galatians 5:19-21 KJV)

 POSITIVE CHRISTIAN GROWTH

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit: Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.” (Galatians 5:22-26 KJV)

AN ILLUSTRATION OF BEING POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE WITH SOLUTIONS THEREOF


Many years ago I remember hearing the evangelist V. P. Black (1918-2004) at the Gloster Street congregation in Tupelo, Mississippi. He was conducting a gospel meeting with the theme of “Christian Giving”.  Brother Black has written three books on Christian Giving. They are: Rust as a Witness, Giving Our Way to Prosperity, and My God and My Money.  During one of his lessons, he related a story to illustrate how some Christians could be negative concerning, giving and participating in good works.  I cannot remember exactly the illustration, so I will paraphrase brother Black’s story.  “A congregation needed to improve or build a new church building.  In a men’s business meeting the elders explained these needs and what they planned to do.  All the men present were positively for the much needed project.  One brother present was consistently against everything and voiced his disapproval of the project.  Finally, one of the elders had enough and took the negative complainer to task. In a Christian manner, this negative brother was “dressed down” in no certain terms.  After a firm well-worded scolding, our negative brother said, “You know I am for this building project. I just didn’t understand!  I have never had it explained to me that way.”  After brother Black made this illustration, all of us in attendance had a hearty, good-natured laugh.   
JUDGMENT WILL BE FAIR AND POSITIVE TO THOSE THAT HAVE BEEN FAITHFUL 

“And O saw the dead, small and great, stand before God: and the books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.” (Revelation 20:12 KJV)

“Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” (Revelation 2:10 KJV)
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