PRESUMING TOO MUCH

DONALD R. FOX

“Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.” (Psalms 19:13)

Many will say that “The Revelation of John," the last book in the New Testament of Jesus Christ is the most difficult to master.  With its highly figurative language and symbols, there are numerous ideas concerning this book.  You can listen to several preachers expounding this great book and hear several different views of it, all contradicting each other.

Stable Bible scholars have suggested that the main theme of “Revelation” is that God will always prevail, and evil will always be defeated.

“These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them, for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings; and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.” (Revelation 17:14)

In my library, I have a study book simply titled “Bible Studies." The author was the colorful evangelist of past years, J.D. Tant, the “Texas Preacher” (1861-1941).  In his “Bible Studies” he took his students through the New Testament in a three-year course.  He furnished students of the Bible with over 4500 questions.  In the introduction to his study book, J.D. Tant makes the following observation: “I do not examine Revelation in these lessons, as I am not well enough versed in that book to teach it.”  Remarkable! Tant felt he would be presumptuous to teach it.  How refreshing and how very honest!

The Revelation of John should be studied along with all other inspired books of the Bible.  There are many hard to understand things in the Bible.  We must continue to study and obey the precious Word of God. (See 2 Peter 3:14-18)

I thought I would bring this little slice of information to your attention.  The next time you hear these frantic “Revelation” expounders, think about the ole stable preacher J.D. Tant and his desire not to be presumptuous.
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