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I was on my second three-year enlistment in the US Army; stationed at Fort Riley, Kansas.  The year was 1954.  These early years for Shirley and I, with our baby Peggy Ann was very hard.  I did not make much money; the Army didn’t pay us too much back then.  We lived off-post in a small rental apartment. Things started to look-up, because I got a promotion.  When our landlord noticed I had obtained an addition rank, he was happy.  Happy for himself!  He stated, “Since you are making more money, I am raising your rent”.  Nice guy, right?  Things have not changed too much, have they? Someone is always there, to take. Such is life!

I am not an economist, however, I have some common sense. When workers demand higher wages, guess what?  For sure, you are making more money but are you really making a gain?  I understand workers in some industries and some locations of our nation demand and receive outrageous wages.  Because of these high wages many plants have closed and moved their productions to cheaper labor locations. Many American workers have priced themselves out of their jobs!  Hello!  Are we not reaping this type of price (wage) gouging and greed cycle?  

Money, money, greed and more greed. Sadly mankind has always had such like problems.  “For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” (1 Timothy 6:10)

“One of the weaknesses of our age is our apparent inability to distinguish our need from our greed.” (Author Unknown)

“He coveteth greedily all the day long: but the righteous giveth and spareth not.” (Proverbs 21:26) From Barnes Notes the following is an interesting commentary on Proverbs 21:26: “All the day long - Better, every day. The wish of the slothful man passes into restless, covetous, dissatisfied desire; the righteous, free from that desire, gives without grudging.” (Via e-Sword)

“The main source of our wealth is goodness. The affections and the generous qualities that God admires in a world full of greed.”

(Alfred A. Montapert)

As Christians, our true wealth, yes, gain should be in the knowledge that we are doing the will of God. “But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered and loss of all things, and do count them bung, that I may win Christ.” (Philippians 3:7-8)

