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Along with history and current events, there are many lessons we can learn.  Hopefully, we can make sound thoughtful applications to what we have learned. Most people understand what a principle is.  Or, do we?  As an example: In the recent Presidential election season, the year of 2008, we observed candidates challenging their opponents as not qualified and giving several valid reasons.  Then when those individuals were alimented from the race, they changed their view to support their once rival as now fully qualified. The Party Line was adhered to!  What kind of principled persons are they?  Is this politics as usual, or one of the root causes of government dishonesty? Where has integrity gone?

As long as principles are based upon the Word of God, they are fixed and are unchangeable. No one has the right to change God given principles!  Notice Webster’s definition of the word principle in part: “a fundamental truth, law, doctrine, or motivating force, upon which others are based; as, the principle of racial equality; such rules collectively; adherence to them; integrity; uprightness: as, a person of principle.”

Notice, a fundamental truth, therein may be the problem with a vast number of people.  It is my observation that many do not seize or accept fundamental truths.  Truth for too many, is whatever they feel is truth or what is more convenient.  Our politicians, for the most part, can lie, tell half-truths and change positions in a wink of the eye and all with a straight face.  Shameful!

We remember our Lord Jesus before Pilate, “Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. Pilate saith unto him, What is truth?” (John 18:37-38) Pilate, being a worldly person, had no concept of right/wrong, and yes, firm principles.

May we all see the need to be a person of principle! This idea, or motivation force seems to be the foundation for civil behaviors.  A principle based on rock solid truth is the answer.  “.. and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:32)

