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It is my firm belief that many of our Nations problems, school violence, drug misuse, and a host of evil dispositions, etc. could be sharply reduced if our youth would have been programmed by normal upbringing, the training of youngsters that was in place in years past.  Now as a society we wink at a host of immoral unnatural behaviors. However, we assert all kinds of efforts to “save our children from junk food” and other like things.  It seems to me our moral, common sense compasses are all mixed up as we “call evil good, and good evil...” (Isaiah 5:20)

I, frankly, admit that I have been programmed.  Someone asks, what in the world do you mean, programmed? I answer, since I was born in 1932 my mentors and tutors were mostly people that had experienced WW1, “The Great Depression” and WW2.  These mentors were very familiar with “The Great Depression” of the late 1920’s and 1930’s. Further, they lived, struggled with these hardships with the leading to a nightmare of nations being thrust into a terrible worldwide war.

With the background of this bygone era, my growing-up years were paved with the fiber of what is now called, “The Greatest Generation."  It was an era of “God, Country, Apple Pie and Mom."  I was programmed to respect my elders, to be courteous and polite.  I knew I would enter public school about the age of six.  I was programmed that I must serve my country after my eighteenth year via the military service or such like participation.  Yes, I was programmed and trained to accept responsibilities and obligations that went beyond, “what do I get out of it." 

It is my view that we have done our youth a disservice.  For the most part, we have not programmed our youth to accept any responsibilities, nor instill an attitude of obligations within them.  We have created a generation or more, of the “do your own thing” and “no one tells me what to do” crowd.  Where are the programmers, trainers?  We understand that there are many good programmers, parents, grandparents, teachers, etc.  Excellent. We pray their number will increase.

There have always been lawless, self-centered people bent on doing their own thing. However, I feel that in today’s society lawlessness, selfishness and evil are running amuck.  We need to get back to the basics.  “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it" (Proverbs 22:6).  “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honor thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise…And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord" (Ephesians 6:1 and 4).  

Youngsters need ethical/moral programming, training. Proper programming will build stable, strong character. This training, programming will instill within youngsters a need to accept responsibility and obligations.  

I am grateful for those who programmed me.  I am not “perfect” but I do consider myself stable knowing “right from wrong." “Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man" (Ecclesiastes 12:13).

SIDE NOTE:  For many years now there has been a great emphasis on Public School education woes.  It is reported that children are not learning the basis, reading, writing and arithmetic.  We lament that our school-age children are not familiar with the history of our nation.  Too many dropouts and on and on we could go.  I believe all of us are familiar with the problems.  The policy makers seem to think the cure is adding more and more money into the systems.  This is not working, and the blame game goes on and on. Please consider the following essay entitled PROGRAMED.  Maybe, just maybe there will be some light shed on this great problem.  This essay was re-published on 27 September 2011 under “Archives of Essays By Fox” because of the great problems in our Public School Systems.
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