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I would venture to say that many of us have never thought about the word propaganda and how it influences our lives.  When I think about the meaning of propaganda, I immediately reflect on early Nazism of the 1930’s.  This early Nazi propaganda machine prepared the German people to hate Jews.  A well-organized propaganda mechanism was the driving force of the brainwashing of German citizenship.  Anti-Semitism, hate of Jewish people, has always plagued mankind in some fashions. In modern times, however, there is no equal to the hate of Jewish people in Germany, period: 1933-1945. (Reference: Nazi Propaganda Achieve, Calvin, Minds in the Making)  Web Site: http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa 

Let us note Webster’s definition of propaganda, in part:  “any organization or movement working for the propagation of particular ideas, doctrines, practices, etc.; the ideas, doctrines, practices, etc. spread in this way; any systematic, widespread, deliberate indoctrination or plan for such indoctrination: now often used in a derogatory sense, connoting deception or distortion.”  There is no doubt that the German people were systematically manipulated in such a way as to change their conduct toward Jews by the use of the propagandist mechanism.  Shameful and inhumane behaviors were the result of their indoctrination.  Has mankind learned any lessons from past history?

We have an arresting Biblical example of propaganda in the form of the groundless charge of treason against Jesus Christ our Savior.  With the betrayal of Jesus and His enemies stirring up the Jewish community against our Lord, a plan for indoctrination and propaganda was underway.  

“They charged him with attempting to restore the kingdom of Israel, under his own dominion as king of the Jews. “We found this fellow, said they, perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying, That he himself is Christ, a King.” (Luke 23:2) “It was a charge of high treason against the Roman state and emperor; a charge which was clearly within Pilate’s cognizance, Pilate accordingly forthwith arraigned Jesus, and called upon him to answer this accusation. It is worthy of note, that from the moment when he was accused of treason before Pilate, no further allusion was made to the previous charge of blasphemy; the Roman Governor being engaged solely with the charge newly preferred before himself.  The answer of Jesus to this charge satisfied Pilate that it was groundless, the kingdom which he set up appearing plainly to be not a kingdom of this world, but his spiritual reign in righteousness and holiness and peace, in the hearts of men.  Pilate therefore acquitted him of the offence. “He went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all.” (John 18:38)  (Page 564-565, Trial of Jesus from The Testimony of the Evangelists by Simon Greenleaf)

Although our Lord was found not guilty of wrong doing by Pilate and the Roman government, still, the movement working for the propagation still prevailed through deception and distortion.  “Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say unto him, Let him be crucified.” (Matthew 27:22)  The groundwork, the brainwashing of the bedlam driven crowd, was complete.  Nothing would please the throng until Barabbas was released and our Lord to be crucified. (See Matthew 27:21) 

CONCLUSION:  Now that we have studied in brief, past historical propaganda and a Biblical example of how propaganda entered the mind-set of those that crucified our Lord, we need to ask ourselves: have I been fed propaganda by government misinformation, cover-up and media news reporting and et cetera?  
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