PSALM 11:3

Donald R. Fox

“IF THE FOUNDATIONS BE DESTROYED.”

What a thought-provoking portion of scripture.  As I was studying and researching this verse, I found an interesting commentary on the above verse, reference page 100-101, Psalms, Volume 1, Barnes’ Notes as follows in part:  “…The word “foundations,” here, refers to those things on which society rests, or by which social order is sustained—the great principles of truth and righteousness that uphold truth and righteousness that uphold society, as the foundations on which the edifice rests upholding the building. The reference is to a destruction of those things in a community, when truth is no longer respected; when justice is no longer practiced; when fraud and violence have taken the place of honesty and honour; when error prevails; when a character for integrity and virtue affords no longer any security.  This is supposed to be the case in the circumstances referred to in the psalm, when there was no respect paid to truth and justice, and when righteous, therefore, could not find no security….”

I hope that most of us attempt to be positive concerning our times.  We must recognize that our very young folks see this present time as normal.  Concerning ethics and morality we that are older have seen great changes in the passing of time.  As one reads the above quote and if one cannot grasp the truth of “foundations” being “destroyed” then they have allowed themselves to be blinded to the great changes within our society in a comparatively short time. “It is very obvious to me that the “foundations” upon which this nation was Built are being systematically destroyed by forces such as the ACLU and the liberal federal judges who support their cause.” (E-Letter from Joe Risener, 17 Feb 08) 

“WHAT CAN THE RIGHTEOUS DO?”

Because of the decaying of God given “foundations” our commentary continues in part as follows, “…When these no longer prevail, the argument is, there is nothing on which he can repose confidence in executing the plans on which his heart is fixed, and his proper course would be to flee (ver. 1). Part of this is true; part not. It is true that all the hopes of the righteous is in the prevalence of principles of truth and justice, and that for the success of objects nearest of his heart, whether of a private or public nature, he has no other resource or hope; but it is not always true, even injustice, fraud, and error prevail, that he should withdrawn from society and seek his safety in flight, and leave the world to its own course.  His presence may be the very thing to counteract this; his duty may be to remain and face the evil, and endeavour to secure a better state of things…”

What must we do when righteous foundations crumble in decaying principles and overall lawlessness?  We must stand firm and stay the course! “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”  (1 Corinthians 15:58)  “Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” (Ephesians 6:11)

NOTE:  For additional study see essay entitled “WARNINGS."
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