R W OFFICER

(Heresy Trial)

Years ago I was introduced to an old colorful pioneer evangelist, a preacher of the Gospel of Christ by the name of R. W. Officer (1845-1930) I learned about him through a book entitled “Biographies and Sermons” by F. D. Srygley (1856-1900).

“The Liberty Baptist Association employed him as their missionary, and each year for six years, during which time he labored in that capacity, he was called upon---sometimes more than once in a year---to answer the charge of heresy.  He was a constant and careful student of the Bible, an original and independent thinker, and a fluent and vigorous speaker.”  Some of his missionary work was in harsh rural areas to include the Indian Territory where he was under constant peril.  The Indians named him, “White-Man-Not-Afraid-of-Thunder”. Officer was charged with heresy on occasions because of his stand against creeds and his close adherence to the Word of God.  “His work was disintegrating to all denominational institutions and ecclesiastical organizations, and for that reason the whole machinery of denominationalism was against him.”

Notice now a few excerpts from his “Heresy Trail," “Dr. J. R. Graves examined him as to his “soundness of faith.”

Graves: “Do you believe in the doctrine of total depravity?”

Officer:  “Paul said: Hold fast the form of sound words” (2 Tim. 1:13) Peter said, “If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.” (1 Pet. 4:11)  Is there any such form of sound words in the oracles of God as total depravity?”

Graves:  “Total depravity is a doctrine which Baptists believe the Bible teaches; and if you don’t believe the doctrine, you are unsound. What do you believe about it?”

Officer: “Am I to be examined by the Bible or by what Baptists believe?”

Graves: “By the Bible.”

Officer: “Then, what does the Bible say about total depravity?”

As you can see the heresy trial developed into a very lively debate. Topics covered in the heresy trial went from total depravity, the church of the New Testament to the plan of salvation. Both men battled, Dr. J. R. Graves relying on his church creed as authority and R. W. Officer using the Bible.   Such like men as R. W. Officer in a young America, pioneer preachers, for the most part, are now forgotten.  Even though men forget R. W. Officer and many servants of God, still their legacy lives on.

NOTE: All quotations can be found in Chapter 33, life of R. W. Officer and Chapter 34, Heresy Trail, Biographies and Sermons, by F. D. Srygley, published by Gospel Advocate Company, Nashville, Tennessee, 1961.

NOTE:  For additional information on R. W. Officer see: http://www.therestorationmovement.com/officer.htm and http://www.therestorationmovement.com/officer2.htm  
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