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I worked for a State Control Alcohol Drug Program for five years before I formally retired.  My employment position was that of a counselor. The five years passed rapidly and for the most part was very enjoyable and rewarding.  I remember one client in a special way.  He was about twenty years old and when he checked into the program and was very deeply involved in self destructive drug abuse.

This likeable young man was educated and clean talking.  During both private and in group counseling sessions he would enjoy talking about his growing up years.  He would relate in glowing terms his home life and the pleasant home atmosphere.   He could not talk enough about how great his parents were.  His Father was a Methodist Minister and his Mother was a wonderful homemaker.
When I asked him, “Why, since you had such a great upbringing, did you drift into drugs and alcohol as a young teenager?”  “Why did you cause so much grief to such loving parents?”  Without hesitation he would respond, “I was rebellious”.  He did not want anybody to “tell him what to do”.  He would add, “I wanted to do my own thing”.  Simple put, this young man acted out his negative character defect, a self-centered rebellious attitude.  He had the “power” to do whatever he desired to do, he choose the wrong path. In this rebellion he sinned against his God and his parents, breaking one of the Ten Commandments, “Honor thy Father and thy Mother” (Exodus 20:12) and in the New Testament, “Honor thy father and mother (which is the first commandment with promise),” (Ephesians 6:2) He completed the six/eight week program and left.  We pray he is doing OK today and has cleaned up his life before God and man.
A rebellious attitude has plagued many a person. Too bad this young man decided to act out his character defects and thus to follow the wrong sinful guide.  “This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard.” (Deuteronomy 21:20) “Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.” (1 Samuel 15:22-23)
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