RELIGION OF POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION

DONALD R. FOX

I have never thought too much about a religion of political party affiliation.  Some may say that political party affiliation is not a religion.  It does sound strange I must admit.  However, over the years I have seen this trend.  Maybe you haven’t!  Maybe I’m the only one in the world who has this view, who knows? I may be setting myself up for much criticism; however, I really believe some folks are almost fanatics when it comes to their political party.

Back in the early 1950’s, my wife, Shirley and I, were serving in the US Army, station in Japan. We had the privilege to vote for Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower.  He was President of the United States from 1953 until 1961.  Everyone liked Ike!  However, no man is perfect.  Men like Dwight D. Eisenhower are rare and arise to greatness when they are most needed.

Throughout the years, Shirley and I have voted for candidates of both parties.  We do not feel that it is necessary to put our individual loyalty into one party. We feel that as individuals, American citizens, we have the right to vote for whomever and for the party that represents our principles as Christians the best.

When individuals place their party loyalty before God-given principles of right/wrong, something is wrong!  In other words, when one winks at wrong, puts his/her conscience aside for the party line and platform, something is dead wrong!  You find me judgmental, I feel for sure, yet, and honestly, don’t we see such?  Why such political party loyalty?  It’s like, “I was born a Baptist/Catholic, etc., and I will die one.”  The religion of birth and the political party affiliation of parents seem to be the deciding factor for so many.

There are biblical principles involved in this area of concern.  “Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29)  The principle is simple; we must always put God given law before the dictates, commandments of men.  “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 7:21)

It may be wise to close out our brief study with a definition of words according to Webster.  (1) RELIGION:  Defined in part as: “any specific system of belief, worship, conduct, etc., often involving a code of ethics and a philosophy: as the Christian religion, the Buddhist religion, etc., loosely, any system of beliefs, practices, ethical values, etc., resembling, suggestive of, or likened to such a system: as, humanism is his religion.”  (2) POLITICAL: Defined in part as: “having a definite government organization, engaged in or taking sides in politics; as, political parties, of or characteristic of political parties or politicians: as, political pressure.” (3) AFFILIATION: Defined in part as: “an affiliating or being affiliated; connection, as with organization, clubs, etc.”

It may be well to ask ourselves, to whom will I be held accountable, to my political party affiliation or unto my God?  “So then every one of us shall give an account of himself to God.” (Romans 14:12)
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