RELIGIOUS CHARLATANISM

Donald R. Fox

Marjoe Gortner, born 14 January 1944, is a self-proclaimed false faith healer preacher, a charlatan.  Webster defines charlatan in part as:  a person who pretends to have knowledge or ability that he does not have; imposter; quack.

Marjoe Gortner now freely tells all about his harsh upbringing and how he was programmed, taught by his Parents, as a small child to memorize sermons along with all the hand and body gestures. At the age of four, he became the youngest ordained preacher in the Pentecostal movement. This con-man preacher continued his moneymaking charlatanism until the late 1960’s.  At that time, his conscience got the best of him, thus revealing his money making false faith healing practices. Later, Gortner became an actor, playing minor roles in lesser-known movies over the years.

Friends, how many so-called faith-healing preachers have you wondered about?  Mere man cannot perform miracles today, yet their claims come forth via television and the like in a constant manner.  Moneymaking schemes run amuck.  The intake of money by these charlatans, quacks, is in abundance. Not all of these pretenders have the influence of Marjoe Gortner or the newer impostor Benny Hinn.  Some of these false teachers work in very small churches of the Pentecostal-Holiness Charismatic groups.  They all have in common the claims; they can perform acts such as healing, miracles and speaking in “unknown tongues."  Mark this down friend; they cannot perform the miracles that we read about on the pages of the New Testament of Jesus Christ.

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.” (1 John 4:1)

“that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;” (Ephesians 4:14)

“Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.” (1 Corinthians 13:8)

SIDE NOTE:  Research Marjoe Gortner on your computer search engine to review much revealing information on this self-professed charlatan.    For the movie career of Marjoe Gortner see; http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0331374/ The1974 movie “Earthquake” staring Charlton Heston had a good part for Marjoe Gortner. He played a nut case. SEE:  www.youtude.com for more fascinating data on a variety of sham faith healers and the like to include Benny Hinn.

NOTE:  For further study on this subject see essay entitled “MONTANUS THE HERETIC”
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