REPUTATION

Donald R. Fox

I retired from the Mississippi Army National Guard at the age of fifty-five as a full-time employee in November 1987.  Since I felt I was too young to completely retire, I looked for a job. A position was available at Region III Chemical Dependence Program in Tupelo, Mississippi area as a counselor.  Because of my military training in the field of counseling, I was hired.  

Part of my duties was to conduct group therapy.  Many of the clients had burned all their bridges with their families and friends. There was a great need to repair and rebuild these broken ties.  I used several means to accomplish this.  One such was an illustration on how our reputation and character played a great role in our relationships with family and friends.  The importance of a good reputation cannot be over emphasized.    

AN ILLUSTRATION:  Mugged in Chicago

As I started the session, I would say something like, “Men, let’s suppose I made a trip to Chicago, Illinois.  As I was walking the streets of this large city, a mugger approached me.  He wanted my money, he knocked me to the ground and robbed me of every cent I had.  What to do?  I would find the first policeman or police station I could locate.  Or, I could ask a citizen to call the police via 911. When in contact with law enforcement I would report the mugging.  Telling the policeman who I was, my hometown and any other information they wanted.  When they had all the necessary information, I would ask if I could make a telephone call to my home.  Other than my personal family, I know many good people that will help me.  I know the local mayor, the police chief, and the board of aldermen.  I know generals, colonels and a host of men I served with in the National Guard.  I know many faithful Christians.  Get the point!  With the calling of anyone I mentioned, these friends would say one of two things.  One, “Don, stay where you are and I will send you money via Western Union, etc.”  Or two, “Don stay where you are.  I will leave right now and drive to Chicago and pick you up.”  They would all say, “Don’t worry, Don.”  Now that’s a friend!  The reason I have so many friends is that I have an excellent reputation and have made many lifelong friends. By the way, this is not brag, just a fact.  With this illustration, I pressed the great need to establish firm standards of rightness.

REPUTATION COUPLED WITH RIGHTNESS TOWARD GOD

I was thinking of Cornelius as one who that had an excellent reputation and was also righteous toward our God.  “There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band,  A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway.”  (Acts 10:1-2) Notice Cornelius’s attitude toward Peter, a messenger of God.  “ Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well done that thou art come. Now therefore are we all here present before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God. Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:  But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.” (Acts 10:33-35)  Upon believing, Cornelius and his household were ready to complete their obedience.  “Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?  And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.” (Acts 10:47-48)

“If you take care of your character, your reputation will take care of itself.” (American Proverb)

CONCLUSION:  In my judgment, Christian values are imperative in the gaining of a good solid reputation. Surely, a good name is worth more than silver and gold.
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