RESPECT FOR MISTER PENDERGEST

Donald R. Fox

Mr. Pendergest was my High School Principle.  I attended Alexander Hamilton Vocational High School in Brooklyn, New York.  Alexander Hamilton was an all boys’ public high school.  Can you imagine an all boy public schools today with the American Civil Liberties Union (UCLU) and other civil libertarians squawking about rights?  Mr. Pendergest was about 60 years old when I attended Alexander Hamilton High School in the late 1940’s and early 1950’s.  He was a slight man about 150 pounds, 5’6”, with pure white hair.  He was strict but very fair; we all thought he was great.

One day, something happened.  I do not know the entire story, but one of the boy leaders, a tough kid, gathered most of the boy’s outside during a break.  This great number of unruly students shouted and milled about the schoolyard.  The school bell rang for them to return to class, but they would not move.  As for me, I was never a follower, and I stayed inside.  Looking out of the window at the commotion below I wondered, what was up?

As I looked at this unknown uproar, our spunky Mr. Pendergest burst through the door, out to the schoolyard. The crowd of unruly boys became silent instantaneously.  Walking as fast as he could, students stepping aside to make way for Mr. Pendergest.  Our brave principle knew the ringleader.  Right up to the big bad-boy leader, Mr. Pendergest reaching up, grabs the boy’s left ear. The ringleader, bent and head cocked down, was pulled along the path back to class.  The crowd of boy’s silently followed Mr. Pendergest and their fallen bad boy and temporary hero back to class.

You see Mr. Pendergest was respected.  Respect is greatly needed today.  Disrespect for our national heritage and for our traditional moral precepts have become commonplace today. True Patriotism and National pride for many have slipped away.  Many are following the wrong and disrespectful crowd.  Respect must be first taught in the home and followed up in our school system and practiced by all.

 “Young men likewise exhort to be sober-minded, in all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works; in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity….”(Titus 2:6-7)

“Blessed is that man, that maketh the Lord his trust, and respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies.” (Psalm 40:4)
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