RIDCULING FACTS

DONALD R. FOX

Throughout the ages, the crucifixion of Jesus Christ has caused much passion pro and con.  Is Jesus Christ the Messiah?  Does Jesus Christ meet the prophecies of the Old Testament concerning the Messiah?  Was Jesus Christ only a man or was he what he claimed to be, the Son of God?  Is the New Testament account of the death, burial and the resurrection of Jesus Christ fact or fiction?

An early debate on the deity of Jesus Christ was conducted between Justin Martyr (A.D. 110-165) and a Jew by the name of Trypho. This discussion was held in the city of Ephesus, A.D. 140.  This debate is preserved for us in Volume One, Ante-Nicene Fathers.  As a Jew, Trypho was annoyed by the fact that Christians accepted Jesus as the Christ.  Trypho spoke in derision about this crucified man.  Justin referred to the Old Testament to prove Jesus Christ fulfilled all Messianic prophecies.  The crucifixion of Jesus Christ was offensive to Trypho and to the Jews.

In the whole “Dialogue With Trypho” the facts of the Gospel, the death, burial and the resurrection of Jesus Christ were never denied by Trypho. Although not denied, these facts accepted by Trypho were ridiculed.  Throughout this discussion Trypho used the tactic of ridicule, thus making light of what the scriptures said concerning Jesus as the Christ.    

It is necessary for people to read the Bible, both Old and New Testament before they can ascertain the truth. Along with the internal evidence of the Word of God may I urge that the student examine the external evidence, thus obtaining the truth!  There are many sources available in your study.  Be not a Trypho in using tactics of ridicule!

John 8:32 “…and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

Romans 10:16-17 “But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
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