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Robert Ingersoll was a great critic of the Bible.  In fact, he hated the Bible.  Not only did he hate the Bible. He also hated organized religion.  Strictly speaking he was not an atheist but an agnostic. The atheistic community looks to Robert Ingersoll as one of their hero’s.   Strange, however, Robert Ingersoll really liked the idea of immortality.  

I believe the problem with Robert Ingersoll was his strict upbringing as a Calvinist.  His Father, John Ingersoll was a preacher and by some accounts not a very good one at that.  As Robert grew, he listened to long, dry, fatalistic theology.  Some think Robert not only disliked the gloom of Calvinism but also that his Father had chosen to be a preacher.  Young Robert dreaded going to worship services on Sunday’s.

Ingersoll wrote, “When I was a boy, Sunday was considered altogether too holy to be happy in…. The minister asked us if we all knew that we deserved to go to hell, and we all answered, yes.  Then he asked us if we would be willing to go to hell, if it was God’s will, and every little liar shouted, yes.  Then the sermon was preached once more, commencing at the other end and going back.” 

So we see the fatalistic teaching of Calvin, not the teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ drove young Robert Ingersoll from the truth, the Bible.  How sad it is to see soul's yearning for truth and the desire for eternal life after death to be misled by a false doctrine.  Too bad Robert Ingersoll from a child was taught Calvinism.  With an open Bible, he could have known peace instead of dread and gloom.

“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst say, Come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely” (Revelation 22:17)

(Reference: For quotes on Ingersoll see: http://homepage.ntlworld.com/robert.stovold/humanist/files/robert_ingersoll_talk.pdf  
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