RUMBLE SEAT RELIGION

Donald R. Fox

What in the world is a “rumble seat” some may ask. From Wikipedia Free Encyclopedia: “A rumble seat is an upholstered exterior seat which hinges or otherwise opens out from the rear deck of a pre-World War II automobiles, and seats one or more passengers. Roadster, Coupe and Cabriolet body styles were offered with either a luggage compartment or a rumble seat in the deck. Models equipped with a rumble seat were often referred to as a sport coupe or sport roadster.”  I wonder how many younger folks knew about this. Interesting isn’t it!

When I was just a young boy growing up in Brooklyn, New York, we always used public transportation, trolley cars, subway and buses.  It was extremely rare to have an opportunity to ride in an automobile.  In the l930’s and the World War 2 years of the 1940’s cars were few on the road.  We could play in the streets with hardly any cars interrupting our games, touch football, stick ball and, etc.

An old friend of my parents had a car.  Not only, that, his car had a rumble seat. We called him Uncle Joe.   On a very few occasion, we drove to his house and us kids squeezed into the rumble seat.  We could laugh; yell and the grown-ups in the front were not bothered by the noise.  A quick glance to the rear was all the adults needed to “check on us kids” as we continued to have noisy fun.

I thought of rumble seats over the years and about how some had rumble seat religion.  Too many like to put God in the rumble seat.  They can look back symbolically through the rear-view mirror of their lifestyle and see in a figurative sense, God.  However, God is not disturbing them; they were insulated, detached from God and His Commandments. However, they still want to have the feeling of being religious, a connection. No commitment, just a quick glance was needed. 

A few verses come to mind, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not things which I say?  Whosoever, cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like: He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arouse, the stream beat vehemently upon the house, and could not shake it; for it was founded upon a rock.  But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of the house was great.” (Luke 6:46-49 KJV) 

“What doth if profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? Can faith save him?”  “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.” (James 2:14 and 1 7 KJV)

Our faith, yes, duty to Almighty God must be active.  Isolation, separation from our God will not work.  God requires full obedience and an active life In Christ Jesus.
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