RUMORS AND SLANDERS

(Uncle Don’s Radio Program)

Donald R. Fox

Before television, there was the radio. Radio became common in the United States in the 1920’s with the first commercial broadcasts.  Almost anyone could afford a radio.  Since I was born in 1932 the radio was our source of family entertainment.  As I studied how rumors, slanders and bold face lying are so common for us mortals.  I thought about the old rumor concerning “Uncle Don’s Radio” program.  The rumor and slander became an urban legion.  Howard Rice, born in 1897, a former vaudeville performer portrayed Uncle Don.  The rumor was that Howard Rice said some ugly things at the close of one of his broadcasts, not knowing that the mike was still on.  Over the years, this was proven wrong, however, the radio program ceased because of this rumor and slander. 

CHRISTIANS MUST NOT BE GUILTY OF SLANDER

 “Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may have the right to come to the tree of life, and may enter in by the gates into the city. Without are the dogs, and the sorcerers, and the fornicators, and the murderers, and the idolaters, and every one that loveth and maketh a lie.” (Revelation 22:14-15 ASV)
 “For lack of wood the fire goeth out; And where there is no whisperer, contention ceaseth.” (Proverbs 26:20 ASV)

 “The words of a whisperer are as dainty morsels, And they go down into the innermost parts.” (Proverbs 26:22 ASV)

“Truth is generally the best vindication against slander.”  (Abraham Lincoln 1809-1865)

“Rumor travels faster, but it don’t stay put as long as truth.” (Will Rogers 1879-1935)

SIDE NOTE:  “Basically, the public was introduced to television during the 1939-1940 Worlds Fair In New York.  World War Two hindered and delayed television production until after the war.  My generation enjoyed the radio.  Radio had all sorts of programming from music, news and all kinds of shows: comedy, drama and the like.  One of the favorites was “The Shadow”, a mystery show.  The weekly program would start off with an eerie voice exclaiming, “Who knows what evil lurks in the hearts of men? The Shadow knows!” followed by a weird laugh.” (Extracted from an essay entitled “Evil Lurking”) 

NOTE:  See for essays entitled “SLANDER” and “EVIL LURKING”. The essay entitled “SLANDER” is a true account of a falsehood circulated about me, Don Fox.  

For information on “Uncle Don” see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uncle_Don   http://www.snopes.com/radiotv/radio/bastards.asp
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