SABOTAGE
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According to the Online Free Dictionary, the word sabotage is defined in part as: destruction of property or obstruction of normal operations; treacherous action to defeat or hinder a cause or an endeavor; deliberate subversion, etc.  We normally recognize the usage of the word sabotage in reference to actions at war or a causing of problems, usually material, in order to destroy property or the hindering of normal operations.

Christians are under orders and these orders are simple stated, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
We have observed the undermining, subverting and the derailing of projects that are designed to carry out the Great Commission. Sometimes disruption is created from within the body of Christ and also from outside the church, all designed to hinder good works. We could call this spiritual sabotage!  

Shortly after people obeyed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, “…And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.” (Acts 2:47), persecution arose.  The apostles ran into much trouble, Jewish leaders, the Sanhedrim, “being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead. And they laid hands on them, and put them in hold unto the next day…” (Acts 4:2-3) Peter and John did not allow the threats of the Sanhedrim to alter their mission to preach the Word. Their prayer was “Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto they servants, that with all boldness they may speak they word…” (Acts 4:29)

The silversmith, Demetrius, wanted to sabotage the work of the Apostle Paul with treacherous action to defeat the cause of Christ through an uproar. Along with others of the same craft they caused chaos, because “they were full of wrath, and cried out, saying, Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” (Acts 19:28) A negative trait of people bent on the sabotaging of righteousness is that they are “backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things…” (Romans 1:30)

The cause of the Christ throughout the centuries has fought all types of obstructions by those who seek to defeat Christianity.  With our mission and duty clearly outlined by our Savior Jesus Christ, let us "...be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that you labour is not in vain in the Lord." (1 Corinthians 15:58)
[image: image1.jpg]


