SACRED COW

DONALD R. FOX

According to Webster the expression sacred cow is defined as, “any person or thing regarded as above criticism or attack; used humorously.” From Free On Line Dictionary, Thesaurus: “a person unreasonably held to be immune to criticism; important person, influential person, personage - a person whose actions and opinions strongly influence the course of event.”
Recently Mr. Jeremiah Wright has been in the news because of his outrageous remarks.  Following is a partial extraction from an ABC News article: “An ABC News review of dozens of Rev. Wright's sermons, offered for sale by the church, found repeated denunciations of the U.S. based on what he described as his reading of the Gospels and the treatment of black Americans. "The government gives them the drugs, builds bigger prisons, passes a three-strike law and then wants us to sing 'God Bless America.' No, no, no, God da** America, that's in the Bible for killing innocent people," he said in a 2003 sermon. "God da** America for treating our citizens as less than human. God da** America for as long as she acts like she is God and she is supreme." “In addition to damning America, he told his congregation on the Sunday after Sept. 11, 2001 that the United States had brought on al Qaeda's attacks because of its own terrorism.” (By BRIAN ROSS and REHAB EL-BURI, March 13, 2008)

Why do we call some people Reverend? Some would answer by saying that such like titles is the showing of respect for a clergyman. According to the current understanding of many people, that is true.  Webster defines Clergy as “office or dignity of a clergyman; men ordained for religious service, as ministers, priests, etc.”  Did you know that the Word of God, the Bible used the word reverend only once and it refers to God Almighty?  Notice please, “He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his name.” (Psalm 111:9)   
We have observed over the year's preachers that are offensive; doing and teaching appalling things, yet people still call them reverend.  Could the use of the title of reverend be a sacred cow thing?   We need to ask, when did we start to exalt some men as a special class of religious people?  You cannot find the title of reverend in the church that is revealed in the New Testament of Jesus Christ.   

Do you know that it is possible to trace the development of clergy titles and the exaltation of men?  By way of verifiable church history we find this practice developing from the falling away, the apostasy of the church.  “Now the Spirit speaketh expressely, that in latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron:…” (1 Timothy 4:1-2)

“The clergy claim for themselves the prerogatives, relations and authority of the Jewish priesthood. Such claims, advanced in the third century by Cyprian, were a great departure from the original spirit and model of the Church derived from Christ and the apostles.” (Page 55, The Church, the Falling Away and the Restoration”, by J. W. Shepherd)

“The New Testament knows no spiritual aristocracy or nobility, but calls all believers “saints,” though many fell far short of their vocation.  Nor does it recognize a special priesthood in distinction from the people, as mediating between God and the laity.  It knows only one high-priest, Jesus Christ, and clearly teaches the universal priesthood, as well as universal kingship, of believers.”…“The apostles themselves never claim or exercise a special priesthood.” (Pages 124-131, Chapter IV. Organization and Discipline of the Church, Section 42. Clergy and Laity, History of the Christian Church by Philip Schaff)

Reverend and various other type titles are the spurious and pretentious invention of men.  There is no New Testament authority for such titles. So why do we treat certain people that carry religious titles with immunity? The Apostle Peter recognized he was but a man. “And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet, and worshipped him. But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I myself also am a man.” (Acts 10:25-26) To emphasis, there is absolutely no scriptural authority for men to assume these fraudulent titles that are concocted by men.

Present day clergy titles should not be confused with the New Testament authorization of different duties within the church such as noted in 1 Timothy 3:1 "Faithful is the saying, If a man seeketh the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work." Elder qualifications can be found through verse 7.  In 1 Timothy 3:8-13 qualifications for the office of deacons may also be found.  In Titus 1:5-16 further qualifications for elders/bishops are given with admonition for these men. 
INFORMATIONAL NOTE:  If one thinks I am overstating this sacred cow clergy title thing, see the below quote concerning the infamous Jim Jones. Notice Jones is still referred to as reverend by some, now isn’t that outrageous?  “The first reports out of Guyana on November 18, 1978 were that Congressman Leo J. Ryan and four other members of his party were shot and killed as they attempted to board a plane at Port Kaituma airstrip. Within hours, came the shocking announcement that 408 American citizens had committed suicide at a communal village they had built in the jungle in Northwest Guyana. The community had come to be known as “Jonestown.” The dead were all members of a group known as “The People’s Temple” which was led by the Reverend Jim Jones. It would soon be learned that 913 of the 1100 people believed to have been at “Jonestown” at the time, had died in a mass suicide.” (Extracted from True TV Crime Library, The Jonestown Massacre, The Official Story By Fiona Steel)
NOTE:  For additional study see essays entitled “EXALTATION OF MEN” and “REVEREND SO AND SO”. Further see essay entitled “GENTLEMEN” for a different slant on this subject.
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