SAME SEX DATE

(Itawamba Agricultural High School, Fulton, Mississippi)

Donald R. Fox

Constance McMillen “announced she planned to bring a same-sex date and wear a tuxedo” to the high school prom. The school said, no!  And you know the rest of the story.  It did not take too long for the ACLU to get involved and then it was a nationally covered story. One headline in the Daily Journal, Tupelo, Mississippi, March 17, 2010, on page 2A reads, “Injunction on prom will be heard in federal court…Meanwhile, parents will hold a banquet for Itawamba AHS juniors and seniors.” In the same newspaper and on the same date, a letter to the editor was published.  The caption read, “IAHS board should ask on prom: What is right?” Rosa Lee Harden, IAHS Class of 1970, now living in San Francisco wrote the letter.  I would like to share with you a few excerpts from Rosa’s letter.  She writes, “In the gospels, Jesus eats with the outsiders, Samaritans, tax collectors, even prostitutes. Jesus shows we can’t prejudge people. God’s love extends to all regardless of how we see or understand them. I do not believe homosexuality is wrong. I believe God created us and God did not make mistakes. And I don’t see how those who believe being gay is wrong can imagine Jesus saying “these kids should not have a party together because two are gay.”

You get the drift of Rosa’s thinking?  I am always amazed how folks can twist what the scriptures teach.  Maybe, it is just lack of knowledge of what the Bible teaches.  Could be that Rosa is rationalizing her viewpoint and trying to justify abnormal behaviors? 

Did Jesus have social interplay with people from all walks of life?  Yes, of course he did, just as you and I have social interplay with people.  

Did Jesus approve of sinful practice of people he met and had social interplay with?  This is what many in our world and society stumble over.  Would anyone that knows the Word of God affirm that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ closed his eyes to sin? Our Lord openly pointed out sin and condemned it.  

Did Jesus approve or call attention to sin that was in the Samaritan woman’s life?   “Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband: For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly.”  (John 4:16-18)(KJV)

 Our Lord’s Apostles proclaimed the Gospel. The Great Commission was carried out and truth prevailed.  Sins of mankind were pointed out and condemned.  “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,  Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” (1 Cor.6:9-11)(KJV) These Corinthians were once unashamed sinners. They quit their sinful nature and they changed their lifestyle. 

In the context of this essay, let us recognize what the Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11. The following is a commentary on the word effeminate and the phrase “abusers of themselves with mankind”. 

Effeminate ...
Macknight wrote that this word is translated from a Greek word meaning "catamite,” the technical word for "a boy used in pederasty." "Those wretches who suffered this abuse were likewise called pathics, and affected the dress and behavior of women."  Catamites were the passive partners in sodomy. 

Abusers of themselves with men ...
were the sodomites. Regarding the passive and active homosexuals referred to in these words, it should be remembered that an apostle of Jesus Christ condemned such persons in the judgment that they shall not inherit the kingdom of God. What is to be thought of churches which not only condone this sin, but in widely publicized cases have actually ordained homosexuals to the ministry? It is the judgment of this writer that churches exhibiting such a total disregard of the New Testament have, in so doing, forfeited all identity with Christianity.  (Reference page 87, Commentary on First & Second Corinthians by James Burton Coffman, Copyright 1974)
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