SAVING BERLIN

DONALD R. FOX

Ten years after the Berlin Airlift, Willy Brant, then Mayor of Berlin spoke about the creating of the “Airlift Gratitude Foundation”.  He said, “In memory of the sacrifices made by the American, English, French and German people during the Berlin blockade, through the establishment of the Airlift in the period from 28 June 1948 to 30 September 1949….its goal is to express the ties between Berlin and the Airlift nations.”

During the period of the Berlin Airlift the city was furnished via aircraft a total tonnage of 2,325,573.  Of the total tonnage the U.S. supplied 1,783,573 of Coal, Food and liquid fuel to the people of Berlin.  The British supply the remaining tonnages. Everything they needed to live and all delivered by air.  This was “The Greatest Humanitarian Airlift in History”.  This heroic effort was accomplished only three years after the end of World War Two.

We wonder how much gratitude remains within the German people at this time for the saving of Berlin.  Are the ties still there?  In the passing of time, people and Nations forget.  This is sad because gratitude should not grow less with the passing of years.  

Let us look at one example of how people and a Nation can easily forget to be thankful.  “And Joseph died, and all his brethren, and all that generation. And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and the land was filled with them.” (Exodus 1:8-9).  Now we remember what good works Joseph had accomplished during his lifetime in Egypt.  In a real sense, he saved Egypt from starving during the seven years of the great famine.  It was through his leadership Egypt was saved.  Now note, “Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph.” (Exodus 1:8)  You see in the passing of time people, Nations forget to be grateful, sad indeed.

“Blow, blow thou winter wind, thou are not so unkind as man’s ingratitude.” (As You Like It, William Shakespeare)

Quotations and data on Airlift gleamed from “Berlin Airlift” by John Provan and R.E.G. Davies, Published by Paladwr Press, McLean, VA 22102

[image: image1.jpg]


