SAVING THE MANY FROM THE ONE

Donald R. Fox

Would it be good to protect the many from the one that would do us harm?  Yes, I think so!  As I dwelled on the hidden agenda of Major Nidal Malik Hasan, wouldn’t it been better if we knew or acknowledged that he was a radical orthodox Muslim?  If we could have protected the many from the one, would we be right in doing so? We remember the interment of Japanese and Germans, some of them citizens of the USA during WW 2. Our government was afraid that some had of ties with our enemies.  Without going into the rightness or wrongness of the decision by our government to do so, therein is an example of protecting the many from the few.  We will leave the debating of these questions and observations to history and our individual judgments.  

GOVERNMENTS DUTY IS TO PROTECT IT’S CITIZENS AGAINST THOSE THAT DO EVIL

“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 
 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 
 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 
 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.” (Romans 13:1-5) (KJV) (Note: Underlined for emphasis) 

Did you notice the word revenger in verse four?  According to the Greek Dictionary of the New Testament, Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, revenger means in part “carrying justice out, i.e. a punisher”. In newer versions of the Word of God, the Bible, such as the American Standard Version the word revenger is translated avenger.  According to Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, avenger in part means “justice, i.e., that which proceeds from justice (a) means to vindicate a person’s right, (b) to avenge a thing.” The general rule presented by Paul by inspiration is that civil government is for good.  We all understand that evil can occupy governments.  When that happens, corruption and vice with no proper justice will be the outcome.  The apostle Paul is presenting a God ordained government that is trying to do right, thus “ordained of God.”
OUR GOD SENT HIS SON TO SAVE US, THE MANY FROM THE ONE THAT SEEKS TO DESTROY OUR SOUL

 “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6) (KJV)
“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10)

 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 
 Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 
 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. 
 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 
15: But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.” (Luke 8:12-15) (KJV)

“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.
 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:15-16)

NOTE:  On 5 November 2009, Major Nidal Malik Hasan, US Army, killed 13 people and wounding 30 more at Fort Hood, Texas.  
