SAYING STUPID THINGS

Donald R. Fox

Remember Senator Trent Lott of Mississippi several years ago putting his foot into his mouth saying an utterly stupid thing at a birthday party in a lighthearted moment?  Many of his critics jumped on Senator Lott’s frivolous comment.  His many apologies went unheeded, and he suffered the consequence of saying a stupid thing.  Such is life!  Most of us have said stupid things, I have.  Since I am basically a friendly person with a sense of wit, oftentimes this trait gets me in trouble, saying things in a humorous way.  

I was a very young soldier stationed overseas.  My sergeant, a professional Regular Army Soldier, was a fine man, a veteran of World War Two and the Korean War.  He was a black man.  In an off handed manner I said, “I am free white and 21…”  How dreadfully stupid and embarrassed I instantly felt.  My sergeant just smiled and went his way.  Right away I went to him and apologized.  My ole sergeant understood and knew my personality traits.  He knew I did not have a racist motive.  My good Sergeant smiled, shook my hand and said, “Forget it”.  What a wonderfully understanding attitude from an outstanding soldier and gentleman.

There are Biblical guidelines; we should follow to control playful--and many times evil--words.  “…out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgement. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.” (Matthew 12:34-37)

The words of James still ring true for we are frail weak humans, “but the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.  Therefore bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God. Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing.  My brethren, these things ought not so to be.” (James 3:8-10)

I have learned to curb and control frivolous speech, yet I cannot say honestly I have conquered my tongue completely.  I would suggest many of us have this problem.  I will work on my humorous moments to be sure my words are fitting to the occasion and not injurious. 
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