SCOPE OF INTEREST

Donald R. Fox

I am caught “off base” many times.  Things I never thought about before, come up, and I am caught “flat-footed”.  The other day my oldest daughter, a seventh grade school teacher, asked me if she could borrow a few old movies I had.  She explained that her students have never viewed an old black-and-white movie.  I responded with, “What did you say, they never viewed a movie in black and white?” “Yes, Daddy,” she responded in an evasive manner, coupled with a giggle. She informed me that today kids are not into old movies.  She wanted two movies, one movie for her and the second for another teacher. She further explained that the students wanted to see what a black-white movie looked like.  Now is this not strange? Well, I think it is.  From my collection, I picked out “The Devil and Daniel Webster” and “How Green Was My Valley” both made in 1941.

As I thought about this request and the lack of educational broadness of these students, I am still caught off guard.  On a serious note, I wonder where the scope of interest and/or learning begins and ends for such students.  It is my judgment that they have a limited view of the world around them. I would also surmise that they might be unprepared for many fundamental issues they will face in the real world.

The scary part about this observation concerning our school age young folk is that it goes beyond to working-age adults.  There is an overall lack of every-day common sense knowledge. The following is part of my introduction on my web site, “Essays by Fox”:   “In our present generation, we are faced with a variety of changing ethics and morals. People have a problem understanding and determining what is right or wrong. Normal is not normal any longer."

Now the paradox: our younger folks completely understand iPhones, computers, touch screen readers such as iPad that can carry up to 1,400 eBooks on it and a host of electronic equipment. They will know all the new actors, singers and can recite by memory the lyrics of new songs.  They have seen all the new movies and really don’t pay too much attention to the ratings of these movies.   However, they don’t know much or anything about WW1 or WW2, the Cold War, Charlie Chaplin, Louis Pasteur, General John “Black Jack” Pershing, Dr. Jonas Salk, Lou Gehrig, Jackie Robinson, General Douglas MacArthur, Sergeant Alvin York, Audie Murphy or Joe Louis. We could go on, but you get the idea. Side Note: I pray that you did not find me too judgmental.  We understand that there has always been a generation gap.  See:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Generation_gap  

WHERE THERE IS NO INTEREST, THERE IS A LACK OF KNOWLEDGE.

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.” (Hosea 4:6 KJV)
“Teach me good judgment and knowledge: for I have believed thy commandments.” (Psalms 119:66 KJV)
“A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge increaseth strength.” (Proverbs 24:5 KJV)

“The beginning of knowledge is the discovery of something we do not understand.” Frank Herbert (1920-1986)

“A liberal is a person whose interests aren’t at stake at the moment.” Will Player

NOTE:  For additional study on this same theme see essay titled: “THE WAY WE WERE”.

NOTE: For an interesting view of how college students understand the “American Dream”: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VxHfYNTrnic&feature=youtu.be
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