SECRET MEANS SECRET
Donald R. Fox

I am absolutely right, no doubt about it, I can not be wrong on this proposition:  Secret Means Secret.  In our Government System there are many forms of secret and/or classified material, all of which must be protected.  Our President, Generals, Commanders, Government Officials/Workers, Soldiers, etc. and all subordinates involved have sworn to keep secret those things that are secret.  Some material may be even classified as “Top Secret” or beyond.  How dare anyone break this code of ethics? 
Webster defines secret in part as: “kept from public knowledge or from the knowledge of certain persons.”  What is your gut reaction when you hear about “a secret memo leak” broadcasted all over the world?  Do you cringe or just shrug, wave it off?  
We live in an age where ethical values seem almost forgotten. Priorities are out of balance. Some would go to extreme measures to guard the latest fictitious “Harry Potter Book” story line until official date and time of its release. Yet handled with lightness the keeping of “secret data” that if leaked could cause the death of many innocent people and a breach of our National Security. Strange is it not?  Next time you hear about a secret being revealed by an unknown source, take note and remember. Remember at least who is reporting the leak. 

Do you know that there are Biblical examples and principles to enforce the proposition that secret really means secret?  “A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful spirit cancealeth the matter.” (Proverbs 11:13) “He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth secrets: therefore meddle not with him that flattereth with his lips.” (Proverbs 20:19)
The apostle Paul had enemies, especially the Jews, “And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took council to kill him: But their laying await was known of Saul: and they watched the gates day and night to kill him.  Then the disciples took him by night, and let him down by the wall in a basket.” (Acts 9:23-25) “From this account it appears that when he heard of their plot he hid himself; but his enemies, thinking that he would try to escape through one of the gates of the city, and that thus they would be sure of finding him, kept constant watch for him.  This watching also became known to his friends, which shows that they too were on the watch, and provided for him another mode of escape.” (Page 183, New Commentary on Acts of Apostles by J. W. McGarvey) Paul (Saul) escaped from those who would have killed him.  Confidentiality, secrecy was much needed in order to accomplish this escape. 
Secret information/data should not be handled in a frivolous manner.  The safety of our families, our National Security depends on the safekeeping of all “Classified” information.  To be sure:  Secret Means Secret
NOTE:  For further study on this subject see “TRUSTWORTHY”.            
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