SERVANTS

Donald R. Fox

Do you get the feeling that our elected officials in Washington, D.C. have forgotten that they are servants of the people?  It has always been my understanding that elected officials are servants of the people who elected them.  I believe many problems could be solved if all of us have a servant attitude.  Webster’s dictionary defines servant in part as: a person employed to perform services; a person employed by a government; public servant; civil servant, etc.  As a Christian, I freely acknowledge that I am a servant to my fellowman and most of all unto my God.
OUR LORD TAUGHT US TO HAVE A SERVANT ATTITUDE

(Servant and Minister Go Together)

Let us notice a request to our Lord that went beyond a servant attitude,” Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s children with her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him. And he said unto her, What wilt thou? She saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom.” (Matthew 20:20-21)  Of course she did not understand what she was requesting.  Our Lord made it clear that “whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and give his life a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:27-28)

The Apostle Paul understood the servant attitude.  “For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law; To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you.” (1 Corinthians 19:19-23)

“A servant is one who is devoted to another to the disregard of one’s own interests.  In other words, a servant puts others before himself.  This word stresses the Christian’s relationship to brother and sisters in Christ.  Those who truly are servants in the church are often found doing “the little things”---sending cards to encourage others, visiting the hospitals and nursing homes, calling to check on those who are sick, trying to encourage wayward church members, etc.  These things may be small from the world’s perspective, but God says that humble servants are great in His kingdom (Matthew 20:20-27).”  (Extracted from an article entitled “The Christian Life in Three Words” by Mark Lindley, via “The Chapman Challenger” Ripley, Mississippi) 

SOME OF OUR GREATEST LEADERS UNDERSTOOD A SERVANT ATTITUDE

(Servant and Service Go Together.) 

“Leadership is practiced not so much in words as in attitude and in actions.”  (Harold Geneen)

“I was only the servant of my country and had I, at any moment, failed to express her unflinching resolve to fight and conquer, I should at once have been rightly cast aside.” (Winston Churchill)
”The price of greatness is responsibility.”  (Winston Churchill)

“Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men:  Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free.”(Ephesians 6:5-8)

“Always render more and better service than is expected of you, no matter what your task may be.” (Og Mandino)

 

[image: image1.jpg]


