SLAVERY
DONALD R. FOX
When slavery is discussed and brought to our mind we repel in dismay and horror.  Sadly slavery has been a part of the human experience since recorded history.  Much hostility, bitterness and hate is the by-product of this type of involuntary servitude.  We would suppose that all nations and lands are guilty in some form and practice of slavery.  
It is fascinating to me that the New Testament of Jesus Christ teaches an array of moral principles that will guide us humans throughout life.  Through the Word of God, the Bible we can understand what is right or wrong and that which is ethical.  Webster defines slavery in part as “the owning or keeping of slaves as a practice or institution…”  “The institution of slavery is as old as civilization. Many nations and empires were built by the muscles of slaves.” (Discovery Education)  From ancient times men/women of all races were pressed into slavery.  Men in more recent times were shanghaied, that is kidnapped for service as sailors aboard ships.  This was a brutal form of servitude, bondage. 
Because of their cultural background some may brood, moodily and blame innocent peoples for past history. This is wrong!  Remember, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” (Ezekiel 18:20)  Our God judges mankind as individuals, “Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons…” (Acts 10:34)
From the Epistle of Ignatius to Polycarp (Ignatius A.D. 30-107) notice the following interesting quote concerning slaves’ duties and how they were to be treated. “Do not despise either male or female slaves, yet neither let them be puffed up with conceit, but rather let them submit themselves the more, for the glory of God, that they may obtain from God a better liberty.  Let them not wish to be set free (from slavery) at the public expense, that they be not found slaves to their own desires…” (Page 94, Ante-Nicene Fathers, Volume One.)  Early Christians were admonished “…to purchase a slave, and save a soul, and at the same time to buy such other things as suit their necessities.”  (Page 424, Constitutions of the Holy Apostles, Ante-Nicene Fathers, Volume Seven)  Christians understood that slavery could be cruel. To help a person escape unkind servitude and to become part of a Christian’s household would be a very good work.
In ancient times even wives were treated as slaves.  Sadly Islamic controlled countries under Shariah Law and other Nations of the World still mistreat women as slaves. “…everywhere among the pagan, and under all false systems of religion, woman has been regarded as worthy of little honor or respect. She has been considered as a slave or as a mere instrument to gratify the passions of man. It is one of the elementary doctrines of Christianity, however, that woman is to be treated with respect; and one of the first and most marked effects of religion on society is to elevate the wife to a condition in which she will be worthy of esteem.…” (Commentary on 1 Peter 3:7, Barnes Notes)

Slavery in general is a terrible part of man’s inhumanity to man.  From sex slaves to enslavements of human beings captured during wars.  Following is a WW2 slave labor note:  "During this war over 20 million Soviet people were killed including many peaceful citizens. On the territory of Ukraine along the Hitlerites destroyed over 5 million people and more than 2 million people were carried off into slavery [in Germany]." (From a Russia Encyclopedia: Ukrainska Radyanska Entsyklopedia, Kyiv 1978, vol. 2, p. 152).
Shall we dwell on and hate because of past mistreatment of mankind?  Better for all--would be to love our fellow man, “Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.”  (1 Corinthians 13:4-7)  We must strive to be “…as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.” (Ephesians 6:6)
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