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For the most part there are solutions to our problems.  We understand that the solutions to our troubles will not always work to everyone’s satisfaction.   For an example, our present world is battling “radical Islamic terrorism”.  It looks like this type of “warfare” will be with us for a long time.  Our “all volunteer military force” is stretched beyond their limits.  A recent local newspaper headline reads, “Military chiefs tell Bush of growing strain on soldiers”.   I believe it is apparent that more men are needed to perform world wide military missions.  One solution to this problem would be to restore the draft.  Yes, we need a larger military!  However, at this present time we will not act on this solution.  Why? This action is just not “politically correct” and many of our leaders would rather “wink at, overlook the problem”. Men do not always act on solutions, the status quo becomes the norm and the problem remains unsettled, unsolved.

“Each problem that I solved became a rule which served afterwards to solve other problems.”  (Rene Descartes, 1596-1650)

If you have a tooth ache, it is badly decayed; the solution would be going to the Dentist.  The Dentist could take care of the problem, simple solution is it not?  But because of fear or some other difficulty, we will not seek or apply the solution. 

In the parable of the “unjust steward and his shrewd forethought” he had to “give an account” (Luke 16:2) of his stewardship, he had a dilemma.  His mind seeking solutions states, “I am resolved what to do…” (Luke 16:4)  Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words defines “resolved” as to come to know, perceive, realize.  A solution to his problem was worked out.  His “Lord commended the unjust steward…” (Luke 16:8) “Commended not his faithlessness, but his wisdom in looking out for a home when about to loss his place.” (Page 288, The People’s New Testament, B. W. Johnson)

When the Jews realized that they crucified the Christ they cried out, “…Men and brethren, what shall we do?  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”  (Acts 2:37-38)  Here we see a great dilemma, their sin realized and the solution offered.  “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized…” (Acts 2:41)
As we ponder the many temptations, problems we all face in our lifetime. We also must look for and accept the solutions that are made known to us.  We of course will suffer the consequence of evil doings, sin; however, Our Heavenly Father has made a way out, through solutions that are contained in the Word of God. “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” (I Corinthians 10:13)  In order for the solution, “a way to escape” to become successful, obedience is necessary.  

“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us, that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously and godly, in this present world;” (Titus 2:11-12)
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