SPECIAL PEOPLE

Donald R. Fox

I do not think I will forget the two hours I spent in the Doctors Waiting Room Thursday December 12th 2007.  My wife Shirley was scheduled to take a bone density test at the Breast Center, North Mississippi Medical Center.  Shirley’s test results were all normal we are thankful to say.

When we arrived for the appointment there was about twelve very handicapped special ladies also waiting and being examined, tested.  All were mentally impeded to a child-like degree. A few were blind and all with varied physical disabilities. These special ladies had with them four or five Care Takers to guide them to and from the examination areas.

After I was sitting for over an hour I got up and went outside to stretch my legs.  About the time I decided to reenter the waiting room the entire group of these special ladies was ready to depart.  I was able to hold the outside door open for them.  One of the Care Takers said, “This will take some time.” I responded, “No problem, glad to help.” All of us exchanged smiles.  One special child like lady very diminutive was trying to zip-up her jacket, this she could not do.  I gently removed her small hands from the zipper area and within two seconds I had her zipped up. “Say, Thank you.” her Care Taken said.  Finally, they all entered their bus and were gone. This brief encounter was both sad and happy for me.  The crossing of human paths like this happens only once.

Some observations and lessons learned:  (1) We live in a country founded on Judaic/Christian principles; therefore we take care of special people.  Without such care they would die.  During the Nazi regime and other insensitive, harsh type governments throughout the ages these special people would have been destroyed, murdered at birth or shortly thereafter.  

(2) In my judgment these special people are in God’s eye innocent and safe, “Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of such is the kingdom of God.” (Mark 10:14)  They are not capable of understanding and asking “men and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37)  

(3) My helping out was minor yet I was greatly blessed for “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men…” (Galatians 6:10)
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