SPREADING THE GUILT

Donald R. Fox

Have you noticed the practice of spreading the guilt?  When something happens in the business world, misdeeds, a leak of information, a scandal, etc., why is it necessary to place the blame on upper management and everyone up and down the ladder?  Elected government officials love to spread the guilt, don’t they? Of course, sometimes there is blame throughout a system.  We need to get to the point that we place blame on the guilty parties not the whole chain of management.  It may be that our news media loves to spread the guilt, therefore, inventing a juicy piece of news.  It could be and may not be.  I must admit I am very censorious when it comes to our liberal news outlets.
The military system of justice is not perfect. However, they do not try to spread guilt if they can prove who the guilty party is.  An example may be the My Lai Massacre, during the Viet Nam War.  2nd Lt. William Calley was found guilty of this crime because he was in command of his platoon.  Why spread the guilt to those that were innocent?  Many questions came up during the Court Marshal of 2nd Lt. Calley.  A few innocent soldiers were treated very badly by some US Congressmen. Unfortunately, many times the whole truth is muffled and unknowable. When an ethical/moral occasion arises, and we are faced with a decision we must make, always remember, “…We ought to obey God rather than men." (Acts 5:29 KJV).  Side note:  A basic truth in the military is that you are not under obligation to obey unlawful orders.  

TWO BIBLICAL EXAMPLES OF PLACING SINFUL BEHAVIOR ON THE GUILTY PARTY

“Yet say ye, Why? doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father? When the son hath done that which is lawful and right, and hath kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he shall surely live.
 The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.

 (Ezekiel 18:19,20 KJV)

 “And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto him, there were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor.
 The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds:
 But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter.
 And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him.
 And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die:
 And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.
 And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul;” (2 Samuel 12:1-7 KJV)

NOTE:  For information on the My Lai Massacre see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Lai_Massacre
CONCERNING REMORSE OF CALLEY:  On August 19, 2009, while speaking to the Kiwanis Club of Greater Columbus, Calley apologized for his role in the My Lai massacre. According to the Ledger-Enquirer[17] and a blog maintained by retired broadcast journalist Dick McMichael,[18] Calley said:There is not a day that goes by that I do not feel remorse for what happened that day in My Lai. I feel remorse for the Vietnamese who were killed, for their families, for the American soldiers involved and their families. I am very sorry....If you are asking why I did not stand up to them when I was given the orders, I will have to say that I was a 2nd Lieutenant getting orders from my commander and I followed them—foolishly, I guess.

NOTE:  For an example of Military Justice that is currently making news as of July 2011 see essays entitled:  “ISLAMIC FOLLOWER MAJOR HASAN” and “TREASON”.
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