STANDARD OF LAW

Donald R. Fox

“Morality rests upon Law, Law is subject to the Authority of Morality; Law is the Basis of Morality, but yet Morality is the Standard of Law. Law is fixed for the moment, and Morality supposes its fixity: but Morality is a supreme and eternal Rule, which Law must recognize. Law must always attempt to conform to Morality.” (Page 331, Article 461, Chapter XIX, The Elements of Morality, Including Polity. By William Whewell, D.D. published 1857) (Underlined for emphasis. DRF)

Interesting quote, is it not?  We live in a time when many do not believe that there are any fixed standards of right/wrong.  As I reflect on years past, they were not perfect. No era is.  However, years ago folks had a better understanding of ethical/moral standards. At present, our society has the tendency to wink at sin and give sin a free pass.  “Do not condemn anyone’s sin” is the mind-set of our society.  It’s not politically correct. As an example, if Christians speak out and denounce the homosexual lifestyle, society, in general, would come to the rescue of homosexuality.  Liberal thinking folks abound in this time frame.  For those of us who believe in the God of the Bible know we are to be guided by a “thus saith the Lord”.  For the most part, society looks upon Christians as foolish and naïve.  It is my conviction that our entertainment industry, the TV situation comedies, movies, etc. have a great impact on how we think and view morality.  See SIDE NOTE to illustrate the change of moral attitudes in the USA. (Underlined for emphasis. DRF)

It is very interesting that the quote taken in the complete context of William Whewell’s work, establishes the premise that civil law must recognize that there is a fixed standard.  And that morality equals or means the Bible, the Word of God. To boil it down, the Word of God, the Bible is that fixed standard that civil law must recognize and conform to. In time past western civilization, to include Great Britain and the U.S.A. recognized this conception. I find this very interesting! This doctrine is unknown to most people save Christians.  Christians know that we are to be judged by the Word of God, the Bible. 

CHRISTIANS UNDERSTAND THAT WE ARE GUIDED AND WILL BE JUDGED BY THE WORD OF GOD

“This is the end of the matter; all hath been heard: fear God, and keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every work into judgment, with every hidden thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 ASV)

 “I charge thee in the sight of God, and of Christ Jesus, who shall judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be urgent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure the sound doctrine; but, having itching ears, will heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and turn aside unto fables.” (2 Timothy 4:1-4 ASV)
SIDE NOTE:  To illustrate how we Americans have changed our thinking over the years, we now approve placing women in a combat role. Such would have never entered the mindset during WW2, Korean War and Vietnam era.     “Americans strongly support allowing women in uniform to serve in combat, despite US military rules that ban women from combat units, a new poll showed Thursday. The Quinnipac University Polling Institute's survey said 67 percent of voters favored permitting women "to serve in ground units that engage in close combat" with 29 percent opposed. Both male and female voters backed the change by similar margins, with support strongest among younger Americans, according to the poll, carried out March 22-28. It seems that the younger people are the more liberal they have become. We are thankful that many young folks still hold the line concerning Christian values. We pray that their number increases. Reference:  Poll: Americans Favors Allowing Women In Combat” Military.com, dated March 31, 2011 http://www.military.com/news/article/poll-americans-favor-allowing-women-in-combat.html?ESRC=army-a.nl (Underlined for emphasis. DRF)

 NOTE: Essay entitled “MORALITY AND THE LAW” has the same quotation by William Whewell with additional thoughts on this subject. Further, see essays entitled “WOMEN IN COMBAT”, “MINDSET OF WW2 AND OUR CURRENT TIMES”, “CHANGING ETHICS AND MORALS” and “FLOWER CHILDREN”.
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